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Koniev's Offensive 
In Silesia Chalks Up 
Gains Toward South 





Nazi Towns Threatened; 
Moravska-Ostrava 30 
Miles From Soviets 


MOSCOW, March 23—Following 
up the smashing victory south and 
west of Oppeln in U Silesia, 
Marshal Ivan Koniev’s 1st Ukrain- 
jan Armies were brushing aside 
German resistance today in a drive 
toward Czechoslovakia. 

The offensive, which gathered 
up more than 400 towns and vil- 
lages in the southeastern Reich 
where it borders on the northern 
section of Czechoslovakia, was 
threatening a series of other large 
German towns: Neisse, Frankernst, 
Leobschutz, Siegenhals and Rati- 
bor. 

The big objective of one arm 
of this offensive by Koniev’s south- 
ern grouping was Moravska-Os- 
trava, Czechoslovak mining and in- 





dustrial city. Front-line reports in- 


dicated that Koniev’s forces were 
little more than 30 miles away from 
the north. Moravska-Ostrava com- 
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mands the mountain gap that leads 
to the Bohemian plain and the 
Czechoslovak capital of Prague. 

The forces of General Ivan Pet- 
rov's 4th Ukrainian Army Group 
were operating to the east of Mor- 
avska-Ostrava weeks ago, and it 
was believed likely that they would 
join in a two-way assault on the 
Strategic city. 

The Germans were counterat- 
tacking, but Koniev’s tanks and in- 
fantry were beating off resistance 


(Continued on page 8) 


House Urged To List 
Hirohifo As Criminal 


WASHINGTON, March 23—The 
listing of Japanese Emperor Hiro- 
hito as a war criminal was urged be- 
fore the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee today by Brig. Gen. Car- 
los Romulo, Philippine Common- 
Wealth Resident Commissioner, 
hited Press reported. 

,_ Nothing would hurt Japanese 
Civilian morale more than the 
knowledge that their Emperor is 
not invulnerable,” he said. ’Punish- 
ing him would prove that his claim 
bod the Son of the Sun God is a 

J 

Speedy passage of a bill by Rep. 
Emanuel Celler (D., N. ¥.), to make 
the Germans and Japanese ac- 
countable to the United Nations for 
war crimes was asked. 
none measure was also endorsed by 
Herbert O. Pell, former member of 

€ United Nations War Crimes 





Commission, who ed that 
many British Fore Office law- 
yers “are afraid to brand the Nazi 


Murder of 4,000,000 Jews a war 
crime.” 

He said the Co missi a 
Gunended last Coenen aed “the 
mans be held r ible for 
. ines against their own nationals 

~ neither the Foreign Office nor 

State Department have yet of- 


ficial) 
tion” 2°cepted the recommenda- 





San Francisco Meet 
Is Officially Tagged 


SAN FRANCISCO, March 23 
(UP)—The United Nations Con- 
ference, opening here April 25 
has been officially christened. 

It is to be called: The United 
Nations Conference on Inter- 
national Organization. 

San Francisco’s Mayor Roger 
Lapham said he had been advised 
of the official name through the 
State .Department’s Office of 
Public Affairs. 

Previously, the unofficial desig- 
nation of the coming conference 
included the word “Security,” 
but no significance was attached 
to the dropping of the word. 








Pat On N.Y. Curfew 


NEW YORK, March 23—Mayor 
Fiorello H. La Guardia, in a nation- 
wide radio address last night, stated 
flatly that there was no law to pre- 
vent New York restaurants, hotels 
and bars with liquor licenses from 
staying open until 4 AM. 

"If nightclubs stop their shows 
at midnight,” the fiery little mayor 
said, *they can sell liquor.” 

He explained that under New 
York state law, liquor can be sold 
until 4 AM, but that city law re- 
quired cabarets and dance halls to 
close at midnight. He said that 
the U. S. Government, state gov- 
ernment or city government were 
powerless to proceed against places 
selling liquor after midnight since 
the state liquor authorities had set 
the closing hour for 4 AM. 

The decision by a number of lead- 
ing night spots to abide by the Gov- 
ernment’s midnight closing deadline 
despite La Guardia’s "hour of tol- 
erance,” brought this retort from 
the New York mayor: 

"It’s all right with me. 
care how early they close.” 
The Associated Press, meanwhile, 
reported today that "Broadway is 
in a slump,” and said it was prob- 
ably the worst in ten years. Night- 
clubs were said to be 35 to 50 per- 
cent off, and even the little saloons 
and restaurants on and near the 
Great White Way were feeling a 
considerable drop in business. 

The curfew and the brownout 
were both to blame, the AP said. 
Broadway experts say that the 
brownout, for one, has a "negative 
psychological effect” on prospective 
customers. 

The experts are dragging in even 
the income tax in their attempts to 
find an explanation for Broad- 
way’s slump. Nightclub people, pro- 
ducers and ticket agency men say 
that the complicated forms, and the 
still more complicated business of 
scraping together the money to pay 
(Continuea on page 8) 
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Kesselring Transfer 
May Shake Landsers 
On Italian Front Role 


Shift May Set Up Doubts 
In Minds Of Krauts, 
Observers Think 


By Cpl. MEL DIAMOND 
Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
23—Field Marshal Albert Kessel- 
ring’s departure from Italy to take 
command of the German armies in 
the west has more immediate sig- 
nificance, for the Germans he com- 
manded on this front than for the 
Allies, according to the judgment 
of informed observers here today. 
To the Germans in Italy the 
presence of one of the Wehrmacht’s 
most respected field commanders 
as their own leader was full proof 
that their struggle here was im- 
portant. With Kesselring’s transfer, 
however, that conviction may now 
be shattered, it was said. 

The big question now is: What 
will the High Command and the 
German propagandists tell the 
enadiers and landsers defending 
e Po Valley? Certainly, the Krauts 
will be asking why Kesselring was 
removed if the Italian front was 
as vital as their field marshal had 
said it was. 

The top command may try to 
double-talk its way out of the di- 
lemma, but it will take a lot of glib 
talking to pull it off. It may choose 
this approach, it was suggested here, 
to conceal from the troops the full 
extent of the German plight in the 
west. 

It was believed possible, however, 
that the Nazis may decide to tell 
their men some semblance of the 
truth and perhaps all of it. Now 
that the “sacred” Rhine has been 
crossed and Germany’s inner de- 
fenses are imperiled, they may — 
candidly, as Goebbels has en 
doing, in an effort to rally their 
forces for a last, unyielding defense. 
How the Krauts will react’ to 
whatever story remains to be seen. 
There is no doubting, however, that 
the news of Kesselring’s transfer 
will shake them. 


ADVANCED AFHQ, March 23— 
Two vague reports from undisclosed 
sources in northern Italy indicate 
that Kesselring may already have 
left Italy to take up his new assign- 
ment as commander in chief of 
German forces on the west front, it 
was announced this morning by 15th 
Army Group HQ. 

The statement came from a mem- 
ber of Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark’s 
staff who said the reports had not 








confirmed. 





U. S. Begins Crackdown 
On Blacketeer Spenders 





WASHINGTON, March 23 (UP) 
—Treasury agents are moving in 
on the big cities from coast to coast 
to crack down on "the free spend- 
ers” and black market operators 
who are cheating the Government 
out of an estimated five billion 
dollars yearly in income taxes. 
Elmer L. Irey, gang-busting boss 
of the Treasury enforcement agen- 
cies, said the drive would not be 
confined to winter vacation, resorts 
but would go into every segment 
of business "where we might find 
something interesting.” 

Describing the drive as the big- 
gest thing of its kind ever at- 
tempted, Irey, who conducted the 
investigation that jailed Al Ca- 
pone, said the next centers to feel 
its effects would be New York, 
Philadelphia, Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco and Seattle. 

Irey and his agents have al- 


ready completed a check on free 
spending in Miami. The names of 
hundreds of observed 


persons 
spending wildly have been sent 





to their home districts. Their in- 





come tax records will be checked 
to learn whether there have been 
evasions. The names of suspects 
will be sent to Washington and 
officials there will take action. No 
arrests have yet been made. 

Irey said investigators will go 
into the produce and liquor trades, 
amusements and all other phases 
of economy where there are signs 
of black market operations. He said 
Miami was not the only Florida 
resort city to be visited and indi- 
cated all big resort towns and all 
other places in the country where 
there is unusual spending will be 
entered. 

He em that much of the 
"loose”’ money is not of black mar- 
ket origin "but a man would have 
to be blind not to see that a great 
deal of it ts.” 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (AP) 
—Secretary of the Treasury Henry 
Morgenthau Jr., disclosed yesterday 
that he was looking into income 
tax evasions by wealthy persons. 
He added that he expected to an- 
nounce something soon, 





Printed In Italy 
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To Soften 


Air War Speeded 


Up Reich 


For Rhine Jumpoff 





on the western front. 
Thousands of Allied heavy, 


SHAEF, March 23—The tremendous Allied air assault against 
strategic targets east of the Rhine took over the spotlight today 


medium and light bombers and 


fighters took to the skies in perfect weather to continue the 
softening-up process for the anticipated full-scale crossing of the 
Rhine by American, British and Canadian armies under Field 
Marshal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery. 

One German report said that the great operation already 
had begun on a 60-mile front between Arnhem and Dusseldorf 
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Ist Div Seeks 
Hot-Headed 
Col. Becher | 


By DON WHITEHEAD 
Associated Press Correspondent 
WITH THE U. S. 1ST ARMY, 

Mafch 23—Officers and.men fight- 
ing in the Ist Infantry Division hope 
some day to get a good look at the 
Nazis’ terrible tempered Colonel 
Becher. 

If anybody else captures him they 
are going to be really sorry for the 
ist Division regards Col. Becher as 
one of the toughest, meanest and 
roughest officers who ever sent 
troops into counterattacks—ten of 
them against the ist Infantry Di- 
vision. 

Prisoners taken from his 5th 
Paratroop Regiment are always 
willing to talk about him. 

One of their stories concerns a 
German soldier with frozen feet. On 
the way to the hospital he had the 
misfortune to meet Col. Becher, 
who stopped him to ask what was 
the matter. 

"What color are they?” the col- 
onel asked. 

"White,” the bewildered soldier 
answered. 

"Then go back to your foxhole 
until they turn blue,” Col. Becher 
ordered. 

On another occasion the colonel 
heard complaints that his troops’ 
feet were freezing as they stood in 
their foxholes. 

"Then they can kick one another 
Pe them warm,” the colonel 
sa 








The colonel’s soldiers say that he 
contends there is no such thing as 
frostbite and everyone should just 
ignore it. 

Terrible tempered Col. Becher is 
always sending orders to "fight to 
the death,” and "do or die,” but he 
seldom gets any nearer the front 
than eight miles, his men claim, but 
it is agreed that he mounts stiff 
counterattacks, and apparently his 
soldiers proceed to carry out his in- 
structions. 

"If he’s got ten men, he’ll send 
five of them in to make the coun- 
terattack and the other five as re- 
serves,” said Major Johnny Lawton 
of Berkeley, Calif. 


5th Army Front Scene 
Of Brisk Fire Fighting 


ADVANCED AFHQ, March 23— 
Probing, fighting patrols see-sawed 
back and forth along the 5th Aimy 
front yesterday and brisk fire fights 
flared between the clashing parties. 

One such fight occurred near An- 
sano, one mile west of Highway 65, 
where an American patrol suffered 
slight casualties in a fight with an 
enemy group. Later a German pa- 
trol was repulsed in the same area 
and an unidentified aircraft drop- 
ped several flares. 

A second patrol clash took place 
in the Serchio Valley sector where 
the Germans sent over two raiding 
parties of 20 and 25 men. 

Activity along the 8th Army front 
was confined to routine patrolling 
dusving which no changes of posi- 











tion were reported. 


but correspondents at SHAEF 


were told that there was no 
change in the "tactical situa- 
tion” on the 2lst Army Group 
front. But there appeared to be 
little doubt that H-hour of 
R-day (Rhine Crossing Day) 
was not far distant. 

The dramatic announcement from 
Field Marshal Montgomery’s head- 

uarters last night that Field Mar- 

shal Albert C. Kesselring had been 
brought from Italy to relieve Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt as 
Commander in Chief of German 
forces in the west served byt to 
heighten interest in the coming all- 
out Allied assault. 

A Reuter’s dispatch reported that 
four German armies—\st Paratroop, 
5th Panzer, 7th and 15th have been 
massed to meet the Allied blow. 

Meanwhile, far to the south, the 
U. S. 3rd and 7th Armies and the 
French Ist Army proceeded with the 
reduction of the German bridge- 
head on the west bank of the Rhine 
north of Karlsruhe. 

With more than 100,000 prisoners 
already taken in the Saar and the 
Palatinate to the east, only 20,000 
of the Wehrmacht were beiicved to 
still be in action west of the Rhine. 

As the U. S. 7th and French Ist 
Armies overran the last few Sieg- 
fried Line positions remaining in 
the hands of the Wehrmacht on 
the southern flank, 3rd Army col- 
umns sprawled out along the west 
bank of the Rhine. 

But three bridges were left in the 
vicinity of Speyer and Germer- 
sheim for the remnants of the 
Nazis’ Ist and 7th Armies to utilize 
for escape across the Rhine and 
these were rapidly being ap- 

roached by Lt. Gen. George S. 
atton’s spearheads. 

American armor smashed through 


(Continued on page 8) 


Bradley Sees Rhine 
Ripe For Crossing 


12TH ARMY GROUP HQ, March 
23 (AP)—Lt. Gen. Omar Bradley, 
commander of the 12th Army 
Group, in a broad preview of the 
battle of the Rhine which is al- 
most finished, told correspondents 
today: 

"The necessity of keeping the 
(Remagen) bridgehead small is 
now removed, so there is nothing to 
prevent us crossing (the Rhine) al- 
most anywhere at any time. 

Bradley emphasized: "I don’t 
think we should write too glaring 
headlines that the war is ove: or 
anything like that. It may almost 
be over. It may last a long time 
to come. The fact is we have de- 
stroyed a lot of forces. How much 
resistance he (the enemy) can put 
up remains yet to be seen. 

"You may have remembered that 
somebody made the remark when 
the Germans attacked in here (in- 
dicating the Ardennes bulge) that 
our counteroffensive to clear the 
Germans would necessarily be de- 
layed from three to six months. I 
will leave it to you how far that 
was wrong. So we have got to be 
careful not to make too optimistic 
or too pessimistic statements.” 

Bradley said Field Marshal Al- 
bert Kesselring had "always been 
considered a rather good generai,” 
but added that he had arrived on 
this front "at a bad time.” 

Asked about the new 15th Army, 








he said it probably would be in an 
active role "before too long.” 
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"Volkssturm’ Groups 
To Guard Homeland, 
Japanese Announce 


LONDON, March 23—The forma- 
tion of a National Defense Corps in 
Japan, corresponding in many re- 
spects to the German Volkssturm, 
was announced in the Japanese Diet 
yesterday by Kabihiro Shibayama, 
Vice War Minister, Reuter’s re- 
ported today, quoting a Japanese 
news agency broadcast. 

The home defense corps will be 
made up of police forces, civilian 
air defense units and those over 
military age. Its organization was 
proposed during anti-invasion dis- 
cussions in the Japanese House. 

Premier Kuniaki Koiso told the 
Diet today that Japan is planning a 
counteroffensive to recapture Sai- 
pan and Iwo Jima islands, the Tokyo 
radio reported, according to the As- 
sociated Press. 

"It is of the utmost importance 
to recapture these islands,” Koiso 
said during renewed discussions of 
invasion preparations. 

Tokyo radio broadcast a com- 
munique from Imperial Headquar- 
ters claiming that 11 U. S. warships, 
including five aircraft carriers, two 
battleships and three cruisers, were 
sunk during the recent attack on 
the homeland. It also claimed that 
180 American planes were shot 
down, for a loss of 150 Japanese. 


New Drive In China 
Started By Japanese 


CHUNGKING, March 23 — The 
Jgpanese have started a new drive 
in China from positions northwest 
of the large central China city of 
Hankow, a Chinese Army spokes- 
man announced today, the Associ- 
ated Press reported. 

The Japanese were said to be 
using 60,000 troops, =e by 
mechanized units. The objectives of 
the offensive were to seize the wheat 
crop of southern Honan and north- 
ern Hupeh, destroy airfields in this 
region and remove the Chinese 
threat to Japanese communications 
on the Peiping-Hankow railroad. 








FRENCH GUERRILLAS 


PARIS, March 23 (AP)—French 
guerrillas were intensifying their ac- 
tivity and pressing upon Japanese 
troops in the mountainous jungles 
of northern French Indo-China, the 
General Staff for National Defense 
reported today. Japanese forces 
launched a full-scale attack but ran 
= determined resistance, it was 
said. 











Marine Hit 2 Times 





Current Drive May Be The Payoff 








Spurns Rest - - Killed 


Iwo JIMA, March 23 (AP)— 
Second Lt. Keith Webb of Prai- 
rieville, La., was wounded slightly 
on D-day but convinced his offi- 
cers that he was still able to fight, 
so he remained on the line. 

The next day he was wounded 
again and evacuated to a hospital 
ship. Later he was reported to 
be missing from the ship and a 
division personnel officer investi- 
gated. It was learned that Webb 
had returned to duty without or- 
ders and had been killed in ac- 
tion. 


Yanks Take Island 
In Mid-Philippines 








By BOYD LEWIS 
United Press Correspondent 


PARIS, March 23—The fury 


American assault on the Saar is merely a fore- 
taste of impending operations and the cam- 
paign now being mounted, I believe, may end 


the war in Europe. 


For several days the Germans have been 
fishing for information on the jump-off date 
with rumors of impending operations by Field 
Marshal Sir Bernard L. Montgomery’s 21st 


Army group. 


The closer one gets to the front, the more 
conservative one becomes about the war’s end. 
On my recent ten-day tour from Montgomery’s 
headquarters to Lt. Gen. George S. Patton’s 
operational area in the Saar, I found the dom- 
inating feeling was one of optimism. 

The generals had it and so did the infantry- 
men. There were three principal reasons for 


of the present 


to have been 
estimated. 


cheren, the U. 





It is now believed that the Germans 
have no more than 390,000 men on the western 
front and that means once the hard crust js 
broken, tanks can dash right through followeq 
closely by infantry. 

I, saw the attacks on Beveland and wa). 


this feeling: firstly, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
in the last few weeks has had what he 
had since D-day—good fighting weather; sec. 
ondly, Patton’s breakthrough upset all Previous 
calculation and may have saved thousands ot 
lives when it comes to the final mop-up; 
the attrition on German manpower is believed 


never 


thirdly, 
much greater than Previously 


may 


S. 7th Army’s attacks on the 


Siegfried Line last December and the U. S. ist 
Army’s battle in the Ardennes, but I have never 
seen before such a large number of tanks, big 
guns and vehicles which are now massed for 
the battle to end the war. 








MANILA, March 23—Guimaras 
Island in the central Philippines, 
across a narrow strait from cap- 
tured Iloilo on Panay, has been 
invaded and taken by Maj. Gen. 
Rapp Brush’s 40th Division, General 
Douglas MacArthur announced to- 
day. 

Guimaras is just 20 miles long 
and is a stepping stone between 
captured Panay and Negros, which 
is still held by some Japanese, al- 
though guerrilla Filipinos have vir- 
tually cleared it. 

Cebu Island, one of the few major 
Philippine islands still in Japanese 
hands, is apparently being softened 
for invasion. Heavy bombers have 
for three successive days poured 214 
tons of bombs on bivouac and sup- 
ply areas in the vicinity of Cebu 
City, midway along the island’s long 
east coast. Naval PT boats, patrol- 
ling the Cebu coast, sank or dam- 
aged 16 small enemy craft. 

On Luzon, Maj. Gen. Percy W. 
Clarkson’s 33rd Division was_fight- 
ing within about eight miles of 
Baguio, summer capital. 


British, Indians Move 


Toward Burma Oil 


MANDALAY, March 23—British 





and Indian columns, headed by 
tanks, were rumbling almost un- 
op 
fields, southwest of Mandalay, the 
United Press reported today. 


ed toward the Burma oil 


The Japanese appeared to be 


numbed wy their defeat at Manda- 
lay, but the battle for the oil fields, 
which in peace time turn out 
1,250,000 tons of high grade oil 
yearly, was expected to be a big 
one. 


Around the town of Mingayen on 


the bend of the Irrawaddy River, 
50 miles below Mandalay, fighting 
reached a high pitch of intensity, 
before the 14th Army took it. 





SURGICAL MIRACLES 
NORTH BURMA, March 23 (AP) 


—Medical men of the Mars Task 


“outright” 


183 Bulgarians Accused 


Of War Crimes On Trial 





SOFIA, March 23 (INS) — The 
first trial of war criminals opened 
here today with 183 Fascist op- 
pressors facing death sentences. 

Among the group, charged with 
crime in Thrace and 





Macedonia, formerly occupied by 
Bulgaria, are 27 military and 35 
high civil administration officials. 

The trial judge opened the pro- 
ceedings by declaring that "the 
accused had, by their own acts of 
violence, compromised the Bulgar- 
ian Afmy and administration” and 
added that they would be punished 
so that Bulgaria "may erase the 
blot on its name.” 


Force marched more than 300 miles 
over north Burma’s vertical scenery, 
performed surgical miracles under 
fire, improvised unorthodox treat- 
ment in split seconds and kept their 
men alive. 

Lt. Gen. Daniel I. Sultan an- 
nounced incidents in a saga of 
military medicine which indicate 
that the Mars Force surgeons had 
to be part mule to carry portable 
surgical equipment, part monkey to 
cling to precipitous ridges, part in- 
ventor to make-do with available 


equipment, and part—a large part— 
hero to go along with a "ghost” 
force behind the Japanese lines. 


Reich Will Exploit Every 


Little Chance--Goebbels 








OLD FORT ---- NEW ENTRANCE 


i 
“i 














A medium tank rumbles through the enlarged entrance of 


the once impregnable Fort Santiago in Manila. The coat of 
arms and ancient figures on the ornate walls are a reminder 


of the Spanish occunation of the Philinnines. ( 


Acme) 


LONDON, March 23 (AP)—Ad- 
mitting that Germany had "not 
many means left” at her disposal, 
Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels, neverthe- 
less promised bold "military counter 
measures, exploiting every little 
chance we are offered to repulse the 
enemy.” 

The Nazi propaganda chief said 
that these measures would be taken 
*cost what it may,” and that "the 
enemy will soon notice that the war 
rg Ad end as quickly as he wants 


In Stockholm, meanwhile, the 
newspaper Expressen quoted 
“travellers” arriving in Malmoe from 
Germany as reporting that Goeb- 
bels’ palatial propaganda ministry 
was destroyed in last Sunday’s raid 
on Berlin. 


ltaly Will Request Nazi 
Labor Rebuild Nation 


ROME, March 23—Italy will re- 
quest the Allies that Germany fur- 
nish forced labor battalions to help 
reconstruct the nation devastated by 
the Nazis during the war, according 
to Mauro Scoccimarro. Minister for 
Occupied Territory. 

Scoccimarro added that Fascists 
who collaborated with the Nazis in 
the destruction of Italian industry 
and agriculture would also be forced 
into labor battalions to do recon- 
struction work. 

The minister insisted that his 
country will claim the right to put 
on trial in Italy German war crim- 
inals accused of committing, atroci- 
ties in this country. 

Scoccimarro, who is a Communist 
representative in the Government 
and whose job it is to keep in touch 
with Partisan forces in occupied 
Italy, said that the taking of host- 
ages by the Germans in the north 
will not halt the struggle of Patriot 








elements to help in the liberation of 
their countr.. 








Large German Units 
Still Not ’Up Front’ 


WASHINGTON, March 23 
(ANS)—Large units of the Ger- 
man Army on the east banks of 
the Rhine have not yet been 
committed to action, Under Sec- 
retary of War Robert P. Patter- 
son told his news conference 
here today. 

Although important gains have 
been made in western Europe, 
he said, "we must still fight the 
battle for the inner Germany, 
and the Rhine is still giving the 
Germans a formidable defensive 
advantage.” 

Patterson also said he knew 
of no plans to bring General 
MacArthur from the Pacific for 
a conference on Pacific strategy, 
as had been predicted in the un- 
official Army and Navy Journal. 








‘Unrealistic’ Policy 
Charged To Turkey 


LONDON, March 23 (Reuter’s)— 
The first Turkish reaction to the 
denunciation by the Soviet Govern- 
ment of the Soviet-Turkish treaty 
is considered in London as some- 
what “unrealistic” about future de- 
velcpments. 

The present attitude of the Turk- 
ish Government is believed to be 
that future negotiations with Rus- 
sia over the text of a new treaty 
would have .to rule out discussion of 
the manifold problems in the east- 
ern Mediterranean which will re- 
quire settlement. 

Diplomatic circles in the British 
capital believe that preliminary dis- 
cussions have already taken place 
between the Big Three, with a view 
of revising the outmoded agree- 
ments for control of the lower Dan- 
ube. These agreements had been 
fixed after the Crimea War and had 
excluded Russia from the control 
commission dealing with the Dan- 
ubian estuary. 

Expectations in Ankara that it 
will be possible to isolate Turkish- 
Russian relations and the problems 
of the Dardanelles, the Danubian 
estuary and the Dodecanese islands 
from the bigger issues are thought 
in informed quarters in London to 
be out of touch with "probable de- 
velopments.” 


Last Big V-Bomb Attack 
Possible, Says Morrison 


LONDON, March 23 (UP)—The 
Germans, out of sheer desperation, 
may fling a final massive V-bomb 
attack on southern England, Min- 
ister for Home Security Herbert 
Morrison, warned today. 

Speaking to air raid precaution 
workers in Middlesex, Morrison 
said: "The last 12 months have 
subjected the Civil Defense Services 
to a strain aS severe as that at any 
period of the war—and the battle 
is still in progress. 

"T cannot tell when it will end or 
whether the enemy in his final 
desperation may not increase the 
scale of his attacks, but as long as 
the war in Europe continues we 
may be sure he will try not to relax 
his efforts.” 


General Webster 


SHAEF, March 23 (AP) — Maj. 
Gen. Robert M. Webster has been 
named commander of the Ist Tac- 
tical Air Force, succeeding Brig. 
Gen. Gordon P. Saville, who served 
during the past weeks as tempor- 











ary commander. it was announced 
today at SHAEF. 


e-———_.., 


Juan's Statement 
Timed For Conclave 


.WASHINGTON, March 23 (Up) 
—The manifesto issued by Don 
Juan, Pretender to the Spanish 
throne, calling on Generalissimo 
Francisco Franco to relinquish 
power and make way for the res. 
toration of the monarchy, was gen- 
erally regarded in Washington as 
having been timed to coincide with 
the San Francisco conference. 

It is no secret that prominent 
Spanish Republican leaders expect 
to present their case formally to 
the delegates at San Francisco in 
the hope of obtaining the action 
denied them at the recent Mexico 
City conference because it was 
strictly inter-American. 

Some observers opined that the 
fact Don Juan had appealed di- 
rectly to Franco was a sign he 
lacked strength and that the mon- 
archist movement did not have the 
support of the mass of Spaniards. 


NO REACTION 

LONDON, March 23 (AP) — Au- 
thoritative quarters close to Repub- 
lican leader Dr. Juan Negrin con- 
tended today that Don Juan's 
spectacular message asking Franco 
to resign will meet with little or no 
reaction inside Spain. 

These quarters asserted that 
among the broad masses, the la- 
tent feeling that the monarchy is 
to blame for the present situation, 
is growing stronger. The monar- 
chists, who are a relatively small 
minority, recently showed signs of 
a changed attitude in their readi- 
ness to help any strictly Republican 
leader into power. 


Hull, Ill, May Not Attend 
San Francisco Meeting 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (UP)— 
A doubt was raised today on 
whether former Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull would be able to at- 
tend the United Nations Security 
Conference at San Francisco on 
April 25. 

Hull, who is one of the eight U.S. 
delegates to the parley, has been 
confined in a hospital since last 
fall. The White House revealed that 
President Roosevelt visited Hull on 
Tuesday regarding the confernce. 

Meanwhile, John Foster Dulles, 
foreign affairs adviser to New 
York’s Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, de- 
clared he preferred to attend the 
conference without an official 
status. In a letter to Sen. Arthur 
H. Vandenberg (R., Mich.), one of 
the U. S. delegates, Dulles turned 
down the suggestion to attend either 
as adviser to the entire delegation 
or as a personal aid. 


Glider Evacuation Begun 
At Rhine For Wounded 


WITH THE 1ST ARMY ACROSS 
pow RHINE, March 23. an 
iow - flying troop carrier 
snatched ‘ casualty-filled glider 
from the Remagen bridgehead to- 
day, inaugurating a spectacular 
new shuttle service for evacuating 
wounded from the battlefront area. 
It was a dramatic moment on . 
little landing strip in a cabbage 
patch near the Rhine when Ht 
transport swooped low, caught, 1 - 
long tow rope and swept the & aod 
off the ground in the first glidét 
—_, of wounded on the we 
ern front. - 
Glider evacuation has been < 
ried out in India and Burma. en 
this, is the first time eater. Fie 
t e ropea ; 
minutes after ine wounded leave the 
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Food, Draft, Manpower, Stars 


— ‘ 


Congress 





Military Affairs Group 
Okays Draft Extension; 
Promotions Eyed 


ASHINGTON, March 23 (AP) 
i- meat shortage, the draft 
law, manpower, and an argument 
over whether to make nine lieu- 
tenant generals full four-star men 
were all mixed up in Congress 

terday. 

OF a unanimous vote, the House 
Military Affairs Committee ap- 
proved a one-year extension of the 
draft law without changes. 

On the heels of that action, 

president Roosevelt requested Con- 
gress to appropriate 54,500,000 dol- 
Jats to finance Selective Service 
for another fiscal year. Present 
authority expires on May 15. The 
President in making the request 
contemplated an average draft 
of 93,000 a month in the new 
year compared with 135,000 a month 
now. 
On the food front, a Congres- 
sional committee heard meat pack- 
ing men claim that increased 
prices to the producers were vital 
if the nation is to ease the meat 
shortage. Price control officials 
argue that packers are using the 
shortage to boost prices. 

The battle between the House 
and Senate over what kind of man- 
power bill shall be passed, increased 
9 still greater proportions when 
la conference committee of the two 
bodies split wide open on the ef- 
ort to write a compromise measure, 
Opponents of the suggested new 
bill described it as including the 
worst features of both the House 
and Senate bills. 

The President’s nomination of 
nine lieutenant generals to full 
generals came before the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee in se- 
cret session, with General George 
Marshall presumably telling the 
committee men why the promo- 
tions should be made. 


Price Ceilings Urged 
For Movies, Haircuts 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (ANS) 
—Price ceilings on movie tickets and 
barber and beauty shop services 
were urged today by Price Adminis- 
trator Chester Bowles for their 
"psychological effect.” 

Testifying before the Senate 
Banking Committee, he argued that 
such costs are important items in 
the average family’s budget and 
their exemption from price control 
‘has had a demoralizing effect upon 
our whole retail price control pro- 
gram.” 

"The neighborhood merchant,” 
Bowles said, "resents what seems to 
im the unfairness of see his 
Prices controlled while neighborhood 
movie, barber shop, and beauty par- 
lor are free to raise their prices at 

l. This resentment is too often 
used as a kind of self-justification 


for chiseling 

The Price Administrator sug- 
ited the ceilings on movies in a 
etter to the Banking Committee a 
0 ag0. The committee at that 
ume indicated coolness to the idea 
ut invited Bowles to appear in 
oy of his pepe. The com- 
. — is considering legislation to 

end the price control act. which 
an to expire June 30 through 
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Senator Wants Line 
For U. S. Air Travel 


WASHINGTON, March 23 
(AP)—Sen. Patrick A. McCarren 
(D., Nev.), said yesterday that 
the government must establish a 
powerful agency to handle all 
U. S. aviation or face "air com- 
merce anarchy” after the war. 

He urged the Senate Commerce 
Subcommittee to approve his bill 
establishing an American Flag 
Line in which all domestic lines 
could 
said, the be 
to compete with Britain an 
Russia who have already adopted 
the one-line idea. 

He said that the American line 
would be federally charted and 
sustained, but financed by the 
participating air lines. 








“(Sun's Total Eclipse 


To Occur July Ninth 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (AP)— 
A total eclipse of the sun will occur 
on July 9 in an area extending from 
the northwestern U. S. to southern 
Russia. 

In the sections of Europe where 
fighting is going on this spring no 
more than 80 percent of the sun’s 
surface will be obscured by the 
moon. At the darkest point the 
light will still be brighter than on 
a cloudy day. 

Nature’s biggest free show will be 
well worth seeing along the path 
of totality. It will be the first total 
ecli visible in the country since 
1932 and the last in the U. S. proper 
until 1970, although Alaska will see 
one in 1963. 

Total through sections of Idaho 
and Montana, the eclipse will ap- 
pear as partial throughout the rest 
of this country. 

The heart of the moon’s shadow 
will sweep over the southeast corner 
of Saskatchewan, across Manitoba, 
Hudson’s Bay and part of Green- 
land, then over Norway, Sweden, 
Finland and Russia. 

It will be partial over all Europe 
during the afternoon. 

As total eclipses go, the July show 
will be a "quickie.” Maximum to- 
tality at any point on the globe 
will be one minute and 15 seconds. 
The average total eclipse lasts about 
two minutes. 

Duration of totality depends on 
the relative positions of the sun, 
moon and earth. The longest pos- 
sible total eclipse is seven and one- 
half minutes. 


Flood Picture Brightens 
In Submerged Southland 


MEMPHIS, Tenn., March 23 
(ANS)—The South’s flood picture 
appeared brighter today as Army 
engineers reported improved con- 
ditions in West Tennessee and 
throughout Arkansas. , 

The swirling Mississippi River 
kicked up an increased wave wash 
on the Tennemo Booths Point 
roadway embankment in Dyer 
County, Tennessee, engineers said. 
It remained the same and condi- 
tions generally were better in 
Arkansas. The White, Ouachita 
and Arkansas rivers reached a 
crest and began falling yesterday 
in the overflow areas near Ft. 
~~ Batesville and Arkadel- 
phia. 





Slurs Hurled In Senate 
Over Williams Post; 
Pearson Rapped 


WASHINGTON, March 23—Per- 
sonal slurs flew again in the Senate 
yesterday as supporters of Aubrey 
Williams continued a talkathon in 
hopes of getting Williams’ nomina- 
tion as rural electrification director 
approved. 

Sen. Allen J. Ellender (D., La.), 
spent two hours replying to charges 
that Williams, whose nomination 
was turned down in a Senate com- 
mittee was a Communist. Ellender 
asserted that Williams had never 
been a Communist, and he added 
that the REA nominee held a cred- 
itable record during World War I. 

During the discussion, Senator 
Joseph F. Guffey (D., Pa.), popped 
up to repeat charges made pre- 
viously that Sen. Harlan A. Bush- 
field (R., 8. D.), had been elected 
from funds left over from his pre- 
vious election’s campaign and that 
his campaign had been financed by 
Joe Pew, Pennsylvania Republican 
boss and the Du Ponts. Bushfield, 
who Tuesday charged that Guffey 
is promoting a slur campaign in 
connection with the Williams dis- 
cussion, did not reply this time. 

Meanwhile, Rep. Clare E. Hoff- 
man (R., Mich.), took up in the 
House heated remarks made against 
columnist Drew Pearson during the 
Williams discussion in the Senate, 
and urged that the columnist, re- 
putedly pro-Williams, be barred 
from the House press gallery. 


Americans To Eat 
Less Meat In April 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (AP) 
—Americans will have to take a 
slight but specific hitch in their 
belts next month because of the 
critical world food shortage. 

With civilian meat supplies re- 
duced 12 percent for the second 
calendar quarter, officials said it 
was a "foregone conclusion’ that 
there would be an increase in ra- 
tion point charges in April. 

This would be in line with the 
trend which began this year of 
monthly adjustment of point valu- 
ations to meet anticipated sup- 
plies. 

Values range from six points 
a pound for pork cho to ten 
points a pound for a sirloin roast. 
An increase of one to two points 
a pound is expected. 

The average American receives 
50 points for each four weeks. 





Monetary Pact Backed 
By Catholic Peace Body 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (AP) 
—The ~ Catholic Association for 
World Peace said in a statement 
yesterday that the acceptance by 
the United States of the Bretton 
Woods financial proposals were 
necessary to the revival and ex- 
pansion of world trade. . 

It added that the projected in- 
ternational bank and international 
fund are "joint acknowledgment 
of the moral responsibility for deal- 
ing with the potent source of world 
economic injustice.” 
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FAYE SPEAKS 


Faye Emerson Roosevelt reminds the world 
before she became a Hollywood celebrity by marrying Brig. 
Gen. Elliott Roosevelt, with whom she here splits a short 


FOR RECORD 
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’Blaze’ Is Not 
Burning Up 


Only Thing 


Faye Emerson 





HOLLYWOOD, Calif., March 23 (AP)—Blaze isn’t the only 
thing that burns actress Faye Emerson. 

She is equally annoyed because her studio didn’t announce 
she was a star until after her marriage to Brig. Gen. Elliott Roose- 
velt. And as for that airplane riding dog—vwell, such a fuss! 

Faye says she had been made a star prior to her entry into 
the President’s family, that in the showing of ”The Very Thought 





U. 5. War Casualties 
Now Total 859,587 


WASHINGTON, March 2° (ANS) 
—Army and Navy combat casualties 
since the beginning of the war have 
reached 859,587, the two services re- 
ported today. 
Undersecretary of War Robert P. 
Patterson reported the Army’s cas- 
ualty figure at 767,680 up to March 
14. The Navy set its toll at 91,907. 
The combined total was an increase 
of 19,998 over last week’s report. 
The breakdown of the Army fig- 
ure was given as follows: killed, 150,- 
310; wounded, 464,731; missing, 88,- 
209; prisoners of war, 64,430. Of the 
wounded, however, 236,251 or more 
than half have returned to duty. 
The breakdown on Navy figures: 
killed, 35,342; wounded, 41,882; miss- 
ing, 10,417; prisoners, 4,266. 





SEPARATIONS 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (AP)— 
The War Department. reported that 
1,716,000 men have been separated 
from the Army since the start of 
the war through December 31, 1944, 
including deaths, discharges, pris- 
oners and missing. 





BENEFITS BILL 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (AP)— 
Legislation to provide 50 percent 
increased benefits for survivors of 
service personnel killed in action or 
dead from combat wounds was in- 
troduced by Representative Robert 
W. Kean (R., N. J.). The monthly 
rates would allow a widow without 
child 75 dollars, a widow with one 
child 97 dollars, with 19 dollars for 
each additional child. 


Ask Probe 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (ANS) 
—Two House Representatives de- 
manded yesterday a War Depart- 
ment investigation of the charges 
that Negro Wacs had been ordered 
to do "all the dirty work” at Lowell 
General Hospital in Fort Devens, 
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f You” her name ran above the 
title of the picture, well ante- 
dating her December 3 marriage. 

"The studio was as much sur- 
prised as the rest of the world 
when I married Elliott,” she said. 

Blaze, the dog, is a little in the 
doghouse at the Emerson-Roose- 
velt menage. He was so eager to 
come in out of the patio that he 
put his foot through the window, 
breaking the glass and pulling 
down the curtain in shreds. 

In estimating Faye Emerson it 
would be a mistake to think of her 
in terms of a movie queen who 
married into a prominent family. 
She’s quite a person herself, as 
her prior history dis:loses. She 
says that Elliott, no movie fan, 
never saw her on the screen un- 
til he looked up "The Mask of 
Dimitrios” just before their mar- 
riage to see how his bride photo- 
graphed. 

In her high school days at San 
Diego she was chosen the most 
vivacious freshman and_ cheer- 
leader. She retains that bubbling 
vigor. A year of drama work at 
San Diego State College, later work 
in a community theater and with 
a repertory company developed her 
into an able actress. 

She was signed by studio scouts 
as a sound dramatic performer, 
they say, not as a quick sensation. 
Her progress to stardom in four 
years has been smooth and steady. 

Her friends say that politics has 
always been of prime interest to 
Faye. She’s almost bursting these 
days because she says she has so 
much to say. She would like to 
write some articles but feels she 
mustn’t for fear of embarrassing 
her husband's family. 


Legion Head Says OPA “ 
Bars Vets’ Opportunities 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (ANS) 
—American Legion Commander 
Edward N. Scheiberling charged 
today that the OPA was barring 
veterans from major economic op- 
portunity and permitting them to 
become only "potato chip friers” 
or ”’popcorn stand concessionaires.” 

The OPA yesterday announced 
some relaxation of restrictions to 
permit veterans to go into business 
to handle certain rationed foods. 

He said the attitude of the OPA 
freezes the sales, service and dis- 
tribution structure of America— 
the field in which 40 percent of the 
postwar jobs must be found. He 
made public a letter written to 
Price Administrator Chester 
Bowles in which he attacked price 
regulations which limit business 
and economic opportunity to those 
in business on a certain date in the 
past. 


’ 

USSR’s GE 

SCHENECTADY, N. Y., March 
23 (AP)—Twenty mobile unit sub- 
stations have been shipped to Rus- 
sia. the General Electric Company 
announced, to help in restoration 
of electric power in devastated 
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ENEMY PROPAGANDA 


Dear Editor: 

I am one of the members of the 
USO Camp Show "Take It Eesy.” 
We have been touring all over 
Italy since landing here on Dec. 23. 

In talking to the soldiers before 
or after our shows, their first 
question usually is: "How are 
things back home?” When we an- 


swer “Okay,” they ask "How about| px 


our American girls cole out with 
PWs?” When I tell them that’s 
an old enemy propaganda story 
from World War I, they tell me 
about a certain soldier in their 
outfit who received a certain let- 
ter from his wife or girl friend, 
telling about the wonderful time 
she had dancing with the PWs at 
a party. 

I have heard this same story in 
many different sections of Italy, 
from men in different units. It is 
always a man in their particular 
outfit who received the letter, 
many claim to have read it, some 
say they have seen pictures taken 
at the party. 

I left the U. S. in December. Up 
to that time, we had been doing 
shows in many different posts in 
the States. including camps con- 
taining PWs. I have never heard 
nor seen any of our American girls 
dancing or fraternizing with PWs. 

From my experiences, PWs are 
handled in this manner: The Ger- 
man PW thinks he is a big tough 
man. He knows all the rules for 
prisoners, under the Geneva Con- 
vention. But, if he won’t work, he 
goes on bread and water till he 
does. The German PW is guarded 
more strictly than.the Italian. The 
Italians usually will work and are 
congenial and seldom need to be 
guarded. But they are restricted. 
When their day’s work is done, 
they are locked in their stockade 
for the night. It’s impossible for 
them to go out to any dances or 
for any girl to come in to dance 
with them. 

There is another “incident” GIs 
also mentioned a lot. It’s about the 
tough sergeant who was home on 
leave. As the story goes, a young 
American girl who was working in 
the PX insisted on waiting on the 


PWs ahead of the American sol- 
diers. The sergeant hit her on the 
chin, thus starting a fight be- 
tween our boys and the PWs. 
Now, a situation like that is im- 
possible. It is sheer rot. In the 
camps where the PW is entitled to 
PX supplies, he has his own PX 
card that is only good at the PX 
in the PW stockade. He couldn't 
possibly buy anything at the camp’s 


Although there may be some 
minor exceptions as to the way 
PWs are handled in different 
camps, some may escape through 
the Taxity of some officers or en- 
listed men. I am positive that most 
of these incidents which GIs over 
here are upset about are enemy 
propaganda. I always tell GIs that 
if I was in their place and some- 
one came to me with a story like 
the ones above mentioned, I would 
go to my CO and have him trace 
down the source of the letter im- 
mediately. Such letters affect the 
morale of too many men to go un- 
hindered ‘by the right authority. 

—Denny Lyons, USO Unit 425 


NO REAL SERVICE 
Dear Editor: 

Perhaps something in the way 
of a suggestion would be to include 
in the Sunday Stars and Stripes 
a column about current musical 
activities in Rome and Florence. 
There have been some first rate 
performances in opera in_ those 
cities and little publicity might give 
a lot of soldiers an idea of what 
they are seeing. The column could 
include short reviews and synopses 
on past and coming operas and 
symphony concerts. and a little dope 
about the personalities involved. 

—T-3 Hugo Gelardin, Ord. 
—T-5 Paul Chatelain, Ord. 
—Pfc. Harry Spett, Ord. 


The Sunday Stars and Stripes 
circulates to the entire Mediter- 
ranean Theater. Only a very small 
percentage of the men of the thea- 
ter are stationed in Rome and 
Florence and a regular music de- 
partment, we feel, would scarcely 
be justified, since only a compara- 
tive few are able to attend: operas 





or concerts.—Editor. 








~Puptent Poets 








HOW I! LOVE THEE 
(With deepest apologies to 
E. B. Browning) 
How do I love thee? Let me count 
the ways: 
I love thee to thy tiny five foot 
frame 
I cannot reach—for a continent’s 
to blame, 
In the clime of Africa or sunny 
(?) Italy, 
1 boxe thee to the level of their 
s 
Most ancient height, in rain or 
sleet or snow. 
I tove thee warmly, by day and 
through the night 
I love thee silently. far above the 
wounded’s cry. 
I love thee with a passion never 
dead 
In mv geriefs, and with undying 
faith 
I a thee with a love I seemed to 
ose 
With my lost comrades; I love thee 
very plain 
And also fancy tike—and as you 
see 
I love thee with the thought— 
that—this 
Rotation plan—is yet—for me. 
—Set. Wm. Weill, CE. 


LESSON 
Every day I learn anew, 
The hurting things that people do. 
I know it now too full and well 
To build about my sou! a shell. 
To be aloof and be not free 
In giving of my heart-room key. 
My heart will be a prisoned elf— 





TOWN IN THE APENNINES 

Town in the hills, you had your 
spring, 

When fields were green and skies 
were blue. 

Could we but see with eyes of those 

Who call your buildings home; or 
bring 

The tourist’s fondness for a view, 

We might see through this wartime 


pose, 
Bleakness of winter, barren peaks, 
Grim obstacles to our advance; 
Poverty, want, suspicion, greed— 
Beneath all these there sometimes 
speaks 





A kindness more than circum- 
stance, 

Kind deed that answers to kind 
deed. 


{ wonder. will your spring return, 
Some year when we are far away, 
And traces of our stay have gone? 
Be sure your natives cannot yearn 
More deeply for that happy day 





For surely I'll not hurt myself. 
—Set. S Colker WAC 


Than we. who work to bring it on. 


|&@ month-overdue haircut. 

My barber was a soldier, barbering 
|in a tent, and I sat in an old-fash- 
jioned black leather Japanese bar- 

ber chair he had dug up on the 
island. 

“He had been trained in the con- 
versational school of barbering, and 
as the snipped gray locks fell about 
my shoulders, there came forth from 
him such a tale of woe and unkind 
fate as I have never heard in this 
world. 

This barber was Pfc. Eades 
Thomas from Richmond, Ky., near 
Lexington in the horse country. In 
fact Thomas was a horse-trainer 
before the war. and was never a 
barber at all. He just picked that 
up on the run somewhere. 

Well, Thomas has been in the 
Pacific 33 months. It began to look 
as though he might as well count on 
settling down for life, so some 
months ago he married a Scottish 
girl in Honolulu. Shortly after that 
he was shipped on out here, and he 
hasn’t seen her since. 

The morning of the day that I 
sat in Thomas’ barber chair, the 
Army was sending a few Japanese 
prisoners back to Hawaii by air- 
plane. They had to have guards for 
them. So one of Thomas’ officers 
told him he would put him down 
for the trip, and thus he could get 
a couvle of days in Hawaii to see 
his wife. 


Good Intentions... 


The officer meant to keep his 
word, but he had a bad memory 
for names. So when he went to 
write down Thomas’ name for the 
trip, he actually wrote another guy’s 
name, thinking it was Thomas. By 
the time Thomas found it out, it 
was too late. 

"IT could have cried,” he said. And 
I could have too. I felt so terrible 
about it I couldn't get it off my 
mind, and was telling it to an offi- 
cer that evening. 

”"Oh,” he said. "I magpee to know 
about that. I'll go and tell Thomas 
right away and he won’t feel so 
bad. We got orders not to send the 
prisoners after all, so the whole 
thing was called off. Nobody went.” 
On that same island I ran into 
a couple of old Hoosier boys, who 
had followed in my inglorious foot- 
steps at Indiana University. 

One was Lt. Ed Rose, who was 
editor of "The Daily Student” in 
1938, just as I was for a while in 
1922. Apparently it doesn’t make 
any difference what year you were 
editor of "The Student,” you still 
wind up in the Marianas Islands. 

The other was Lt. Bill Morris. 
from Anderson, Ind., who graduated 
from our illustrious alma mater in 
1942. Both the boys are mail cen- 
sors out here. Life is kind enough 
to them, and they haven’t much 





‘| to kick about. 


Poisonous Brew... 


Just as I was leaving, they came 
and thrust a package into my hands, 
and said would I accept a little gift 
from the two of them? It was a 
dark poisonous liquid with which 
you're panes: not familiar, but 
~~ which is much sought after out 
here. 

A fellow does feel like a heel ac- 
cepting bountiful gifts from strang- 
ers. But I figure I’ve been a heel 
for a long time and it’s too late to 
reform now, so I grabbed the gift 
and fled before they could change 
their minds. Thanks again, boys. 
It'll be several weeks before I get 
around to doing some columns on 
the fabulous Seabees, but I do keep 
running into them on my meander- 
ings about these islands. 

The other day one of them came 
into see me. He was obviously in 
his forties, and very diffident and 
shy, and so polite I couldn’t get him 
to sit down. He had on the green 
work clothes the Seabees wear over 
here. 

The reason he came was that he 
lives in Albuquerque, and just 
wanted to say hello. His name is 
John D. Gee. He lives at 1110 East 
Silver, and had been a postal] clerk 
in Albuquerque for 18 years. Over 
here he is in charge of the postoffice 
for his battalion. 

I think he must be typical of the 
craftsmanship and the sincerity of 
the Seabees. He is 44 years old, and 
has a wife and 14-year-old boy back 
home, and wouldn’t have to be in 
the war at all. But here he is. 


Hap On Job 
WASHINGTON, March 23 (ANS) 
—General Henry H. Arnold, chief 
of the Army Air Forces. returned to 
his desk ~=t Air Force Headquarters 
today. efter more than a month in 
Florida. The rest was ordered by 
Maj. Gen. David N. W. Grant, Air 
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"Geez, I didn’t realize how rough you dogfaces live.” 





Kesselring Transfer May 
Affect The War's Duration 


The appointment of Field Mar-,Belgium and Luxembourg to Sedan, 
shal Albert C. Kesselring as Com-| does not like failure. 

mander in Chief of German forces} But the question then presents it- 
in western Europe gives legitimate ayant von — an named 
a a 1 onits Possible} with some 25 divisions, the for 
e on the length of the European | mer World War I aviator and per- 
war. It also throws the spotlight/sonal friend of Reichsmarsha] Her- 
upon the play for power within the}/mann Goering was successfully 
Nazi hierarchy. 


holding the Allied Armies in Italy 
Sacked from his job has been the|before the Po Valley when other 
man who has been regarded as one|German Armies were falling back 
of the pes, if not the ~~ ats, in the east and west. 
of the Junkers generals, 69-year-o 
Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt —— 
who, save for a few weeks last sum-|, His liking for Hitler also was ope 
mer, commanded the German forces |t© question. At the time of the a 
in the west since pre-invasion days.|*¢mpted assassination of the Fueh- 
Named to replace him is a man|re?, Kesselring was said to have 
ten years his unior, "Smiling Al- been one of, if not the only German 
bert” Kesselring, whose accomplish- field commander, to have neglected 
ments in Italy as a master of de- = send,  ~ least to have ye 
or some days, a message of con- 
in this or any ether war” °oU9# | gratulations that Hitler had escaped 
Reports from Field Marshal Mont- | death. 


gomery’s headquarters say that the| Berlin is threatened from the 
German field marshal has drunk|¢@St by powerful Russian Armies. 


himself into illness. It well may|At least eight Allied Armies, one of 
be that Von Rundstedt was -dis-|Which—the U. S. ist—ekeody © 
missed because he realized that the|#CToss the Rhine, threaten the R 

war is lost and had advised the Nazi|in the west. And today one uncon 


High Command that further resist-|firmed German report said that 
ance would mean only the useless|Field Marshal Montgomery has 


spilling of more German blood. launched his long-expected attempt 
Von Rundstedt is no great ad-|t cross the Rhine at the northern 

mirer of Hitler. He quarrelled bit-|¢nd of the western front. 

terly with the late Field Marshal], Coming events can only answer 

Erwin Rommel, his second in com-|these vital questions: to te 

mand and a Hitler favorite, after} Is the defense of Italy 

the invasion of France. Von Rund-|Maintained by Kesselring- ithe 

stedt was subsequently removed and | subordinates or will the Nazis bert 

replaced by the late Field Marshal|draw from the Po Valley - 

Guenther von Kluge, but later was — to hold the passes © 

r 4 

estored to his command es the hierarchy of the Natt 


ACCOMPLICE High Command, drawn together 
Von Rundstedt’s name was linked|this final hour of peril, drafted © 
with the conspirators who at-|jablest defense tactician to yet 
tempted to take Hitler’s life last|defense of the supply heart of © 
summer. But the Prussian Field}Wehrmacht—the Ruhr—and aoa 
Marshal sat on the Court of Honor|vent a collapse of the Ge 
that sent the conspirators to the|Armies? trans 
gallows. One report was that Von} Do the Nazis think that 5: sitions 
Rundstedt approved of the sen-|fer of Kesselring, with his Or fense, 
tences not because of sympathy for|reputation as a master of ‘iil give 
the Nazis but because the conspira-|to the western front will s ah 
tors had failed in their mission. And|them an opportunity for & ‘allied 
Von Rundstedt, engineer of the Pol-|other than the announc der? 
ish blitzkrieg and commander of|terms—unconditional surren 
the Army Group that swept through 


They Say... 


attitude of the Jap and ror 
guards changed amazingly. had 
same men who for two years | 
unmercifully beat Americans oan 
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DR. CHOH-MING LI, Chinese Bret- 
ton Wocds delegate: 
”’China’s postwar policy may well 





be summed up in one p 

that is to build up a strong dem- 
ome through seat lee co 
struction. That primarily involves; what can ex ro 
industrialization of the country hy - 


shortly.” 
with the object of raising the : 
standard of living of the people.” TLYA EHRENBURG, Russian jou" 


CLARK LEE, International News| sy fancy that sturdy old Fascists 


ti their hats, grinn 
said "please” and “thank 
They were very polite. Toky? 


Service correspondent, reporting and Saxony are 
on Jap atrocities at the Nichols| fonewing the of the Bas 
Field slave camp in the Philip-| pryscians and zealously 

pines: te say in Russian, ’Good ner 








—Cpl. R W Lovett. Medics 


Surgeon General. 





"After the Leyte landings the! ing. We are not guilty.”” 
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HIGHLIGHTS from HOME 
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The U. S. delegation to the San Francisco Conference mects with President Roosevelt at the 
White House. Left to right, Rep. Sol Bloom (D., N. Y¥.), Dean Virginia Gildersleeve of Barnard 


College, Sen. Tom Connally (D., Texas), Secretary of State Edward R. Stettinius Jr., Cmdr. 
Harold Stassen, Sen. Arthur Vandenberg (R., Mich.), and Rep. Charles A. Eaton (R., N. J.) 





On a beautiful day in St. Petersburg, Fia., the press agents 
take five when they discover anything like Amelia Crossland, 
a nautical naiad, draped be a —* rigging. An experi-+ 
ence ilor alw - b ’s all, brother. 
In the junior miss Seneatinenh. Elaine : Seiten fiddles and 2 a Cenye Seay pe Cae ae 
Mary Nimitz prepares to launch a new destroyer. While , 
Admiral Chester Nimitz gives his daughter a bottle-swinging — } ; 
lesson, Elaine, a 7-year-old virtueso, rehearses for her debut 
with Hans Lange and the Chicago Symphony. 


M _, This round dozen of American beeation got a free trip to New York recently as a reward for 
monte Gen. Fred L. Walker congratulates T-Sgt. Charles E. meritorious war services. When not participating in drives for the Red Cross, March of Dimes 

od ommando” Kelly and bride, the former May Frances Roish and bond sales as members of ”’United Nations Girls, Inc.,’ all 12 hide those gams under 

Mi their wedding in Phoenix City, Ala., as maid of honor desks in Government offices at Washington. A close look at the lovelies, who come from all 
arie Waldrop looks on. Walker commanded the 36th Division 

at the time of Kelly’s feats, now commands Ft. Benning. 


over the country, makes civil service look like an attractive career. Only five percent of U.S: 
enlisted men are interested—in civil service. (Photos by Acme) 
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GREETINGS FROM THE COLONEL 


Col. Florence Blanchfield, Superintendent of U. S. Army 






nurses now making an inspection of the Mediterranean and 

European Theaters, greets Lt. Adeline Trafton of Boston 

(left), and Lt. Elizabeth A. Rozell of Hudson Falls, N. Y., at a 
PBS hospital. A Brazilian nurse is in background. 





Postwar Nurse Demand 
Expected To Be Large 


LEGHORN, March 23—A postwar demand for nurses greater 
than ever before was seen today by Col. Florence A. Blanchfield, 
Army Nurse Corps superintendent on tour of the Mediterranean 


Theater of Operations. 


Colonel Blanchfield, who said the purpose of her trip overseas 
was to inform nurses as to what is happening to nurses at home 


and in other theaters, was en- 





Italian Soldiers Go 
To Rescue Of Yanks 


WITH THE 5TH ARMY, March 
23—The courageous volunteer ac- 
tion of Italian soldiers in evacuat- 
ing 34th Infantry Division soldiers 
wounded in the bitter fighting in 
the Mt. Formiche area last October 
has recently been revealed. 

Under heavy enemy fire and with 
complete disregard for their own 
safety, members of two Italian pack 
mule platoons acted as volunteer 
litter bearers in bringing to safety 
American soldiers wounded in the 
Formiche area. 

Two Italian second lieutenants, 
commanding the 2d Platoon and the 
4th Platoon of the 15th Italian 
Pack Mule Company, were asked 
to furnish men to evacuate casual- 
ties, and the entire complement of 
both platcons volunteered when in- 
formed of the request. Only 30 men 
were needed, and 15 were chosen 
from each platoon, though later 
one of the officers went back 
his camp and returned with addi- 
tional volunteers when the need 
for litter bearers increased. 





Radio Program 











AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION, ROME 

695 K 432 M 
Saturday, March 24 

HIGHLIGHTS 

6:30—Reveille Roundup 

10:00—Serenade For Strings 

12:45—Salute to 5th Army 

2:15—Swingtime 

2:30—Village Store 

3:15—Metropolitan Opera 

5:00—National Barn Dance 

6:00—Music America Loves Best 

6:30—Jubilee 

7:30—Saturday Night Serenade 

8:00—Signals On 

8:30—Guy Lombardo 

9:15—We Who Serve Speak 

9:30—Hit Parade From States 

10:00—Eddie Condon 

News of the hour on the hour! 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Sunday, March 25 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Music For Sunday 
10 :30—Encore—Guy Lombardo 
11:30—Album of Familiar Music 
12:45—Salute to 5th Army 
1:00—Andre Kostelanctz 
2:30—Sunday Serenade 
3:15—New York Philharmonic 
4:00—James Melton 
4:30—Mediterranean Church of the Air 
5:00—-Your Radio Theater 
6:30—Charlie McCarthy 
7:30—Hour of Charm. 
8:00—Barracks Bag (Requests) 
9:15—Week in Review—AES Caserta 
9:30—Ed Wynn 
10:15—”’Our Foreign Policy” 
News of the hour on the hour. 
Shortwave 9 AM—5 PM. 
6.135 Meg. 49 Meters 


695 K ° 432 M 


tertained at tea here by nurses 
of the Peninsular Base Section. 

An increased demand for nurse 
supervisors, technicians and anes- 
thetists will follow the peace, she 
said. The Veterans’ Administra- 
tion alone, she said, would need 
thousands of nurses; and the U. S. 
Public Health Service, beginning 
large postwar projects, would also 
take on hundreds of new nurses. 

The Army’s No. 1 nurse has al- 
ready visited nurses in Naples, Ca- 
serta, Rome and other areas of PBS. 
She met and talked to Brazilian 
nurses serving with the American 
7th Station Hospital. 

A large, 30-pcund cake, baked es- 
pecially for the visiting nurse, was 
uncut at the tea-reception, and 
later was sent to a local orphanage 
for distribution among the Italian 
children there. 

Maj. Helen C. Burns, director of 
dietitians, who is accompanying 
Colonel Blanchfield, revealed that 
the Army has 1,500 dietitians com- 
pared to 328 in the last war. About 
50 to 60 of the dietitians are in the 
Italian Theater. 

Maj. Emma E. Vogel, director of 
physical therapy, also in the party, 
from Washington, said the Army 
has 1,200 physical therapists, com- 


to|pared to only 365 in March, 1943./te 


About 50 are in Italy. 


‘Area Well Plastered’ Routine Report 
| For 339th Field Artillery Battalion 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY—”Area well plastered,” is the way the journal of the 339th FA Bn. 
usually reads after a fire mission completed by the medium artillery of the 88th ”Blue Devil” Divi- 
sion which has been in the firing line 328 days out of 365 spent in Italy. 

Normally providing general support for ”Blue Devil” infantrymen, the huge, 155-millimeter 
howitzers have also blasted paths and opposition for French, British and other American fighting 
‘units. 
From the firing of its first round in combat operations on March 7, 1944, into German 
positions north of the Garigliano River, to its present harassing of Kraut fortifications at the edge 








of the Po Valley, the 339th has 
"pooped out” over 85,000 rounds 
of TNT and smoke, a total of 
more than 4,033 tons of steel 
and HE. 

With only about one month’s rest 
in a year that saw some of the 
most ferocious fighting on any bat- 
tlefront, the officers and men of 
the 339th have fired an average of 
~— tons of shells each day in com- 

at. 

Commanded by Lt. Col. M. D. 
Avery of St. Paul, Minn., the 339th 
boasts the longest combat time of 
any unit in the 88th, and claims 
it is the first medium artillery bat- 
talion to fire out of Rome last 
June 5. 


CLOSE UP 


The continual closeness of the 
artillery to the enemy was demon- 
strated on the night of June 4 near 
the Ciampino Airport just below 
Rome. Kraut machine gun fire was 
received in Battery "B” of the bat- 
talion. 

Next day, the 155s rumbled into 
the center of the city and found 
traffic snarled. rE oy | trails 
were dropped on the Via Flaminia 
across from the former Foro Musso- 
lini, and the cannoneers went into 
firing position. Fire direction cen- 
ter. was set up in a steel-shuttered 
garage of a modern apartment 
house, and using high-angle fire 
with charge one at a range of only 
1,000 yards, the 339th threw the 
first 155 mm. shells at the Jerries 
fleeing north of the Tiber. 

Counter-battery fire from a few 
enemy guns covering their retreat 
inflicted several casualties among 
members of the 339th and on the 
night of June 5, Jerry planes drop- 
ped anti-personnel bombs on the 
gun batteries 


BACK TO DUTY 


After a rest period, the 339th went 
back into the lines at Saline south 
of the Arno River. On July 12, the 
Air OP had a field day. Flying seven 
missions, the observers helped the 
batteries knock out two Jerry tanks, 
put several more out of commission, 
burned an SP, killed several horses 
and destroyed the artillery pieces 
they were hauling, flushed the 
enemy out of a clump of woods 
and killed many of them, and wiped 
out two trucks. 

In support of 5th Army troops, 
the 339th fired thousands of rounds 
in the assault east of the Futa 
Pass. Its fierce firing aided mater- 
ially in capturing this key point. 
The 339th expended 1,300 rounds 
the first day of its Gothic Line 
pounding, and continued over the 
thousand mark for several days af- 





?. 
In October, 14,350 rounds of shells 
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IF THE GERMANS ever tap a wire connecting the outposts of a 
certain company of the 88th "Blue Devil” Division, they may be sur- 
prised to hear the strains of the latest song hits rather than plans for 
operations. Known as the "Sound Powder Quartet,” the members— 
2nd Lt. Elmore Zibbel of West Toledo, Ohio; 2nd Lt. James B. Woolaver 
of Denison, Texas; S-Sgt. James V. Lunsford of Lexington, Ky.; T-Set. 
Angelo R. Polcari of Boston, Mass., and T-Sgt. Michael A. Turzo of 
Waterbury, Conn.—amuse themselves on their lonely outposts by croon- 
ing into each others’ ears over the wires. Among their favorite num- 
bers are "Embrace Me,” "Deep Purple,” "Stardust” and "It Had To Be 
You. ‘i - 

STANDARD SOP FOR observation posts has it that they should 
be in front of the guns whose fire they direct. But the forward observers 
for "A” Battery of the 913th FA Battalion are able to spot Kraut tar- 
gets and then lower their binoculars to see their own cannoneers in 
action. The OP for the 105s, part of the 88th Division, is located in a 
site to the rear of the battery gun pits. Capt. John H. Evans, Ohio- 
born battery commander, has only one complaint to make, and that 
is that every time they fire, the Krauts open up on them with mor- 
tars. They are that close. 


WHILE IT IS SNOWING, three cannon-nurses with the 337th FA 
Battalion, 88th Division, never run out of ice cream. Pvt. George Beau- 
doin of Detroit, Mich.; Pvt. Mike Fischetti of Brooklyn, and Cpl. Sam 
Lothrop of Santa Monica, Calif., use virgin snow, chocolate syrup from 
melted K ration bars, canned cream, sugar, and mix the lot in a GI 
can. For some obscure reason, Lothrop, who invented the process, calls 
his concoction "Lobster Delight.” 


THREE KOWALICK BROTHERS from Uvalde, Texas, are stationed 
in this theater. Newly-battlefield commissioned and with the most 
combat experience is 2nd Lt. Ernest E. Kowalick, liaison pilot with the 
88th Division artillery. “Big” brother is 1st Lt. Chester C. Kowalick 
with an ordnance outfit. Youngest is S-Sgt. Raymond D. Kowalick, 
instrument specialist in charge of 16 B-25s in an air corps outfit. 

» . . 

PROBABLY THE ONLY GI BAKER who has been a GI Baker 
all his life is Pvt. Guy I. Baker of Inez, Tex., who now is finishing his 
fifth year as a cook and baker in the 19th Combat Engineers Regiment. 





His buddies have no imagination at all. They call him GI Baker, 











Movie Will Feature 
Gis’ Life Overseas 


HOLLYWOOD, Calif., March 23 
(AP)—The human side of the 
fighting front will be brought to 
the cinema in a new series of 
monthly releases entitled "Over- 
seas Roundup.” ‘ 

Produced by Warner Brothers 
with film footage supplied by the 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps, 
"Overseas Roundup” will bring to 
the families and friends of fight- 
ing men a pictorial report on how 
servicemen live, work and play in 
the hours between the battles. 











were fired by the 339th. As Novem- 
ber started, the 339th went into 
position in the San Clemente area, 
not far from Mount Grande, so close 
to Jerry positions that the battalion 
was subjected to hostile mortar fire. 
Here also, the 339th trained a con- 
tingent of Brazilian artillerymen. 

Starting their second year of com- 
bat, the officers and men can look 
back with pride on their past ac- 
tions. Awards presented include: 
two Legion of Merit Medals; one 
Soldier’s Medal; five Air Medals 
with 19 Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters 
and one Silver Oak Leaf Cluster; 
23 Bronze Stars and 55 Purple 
Hearts, two with Bronze Oak Leaf 
Clusters. 

Colonel Avery, who has comman- 
ded the 339th since early 1943, him- 
self holds the Legion of Merit and 
the Bronze Star. 

Keeping pace with the advancing 
“Blue Devils,” the 339th, in October, 
moved to Castel Del Rio along the 
Firenzuola-Imola road, and then to 
Belvedere. 





Worn-Out, Old Lady 
Is ‘Queen Miranda’ 


By Sgt. TOM McRAE 

WITH THE 12TH AIF FORCE, 
March 20—Queen Miranda, a C-47 
in the 5lst — Wing, 
has gone into retirement, tempor- 
arily, after participating in five in- 
vasions and serving in two combat 
theaters. 

She’s flown more than 300,000 
miles and worn out 11 engines but 
still was airworthy when grounded. 
After 2,000 hours they f d it 
was time the old girl had a com- 
plete physical check-up. 

Named after a chicken which the 
crew always carried along as a mas- 
cot, Queen Miranda an her 
overseas duty in October, 1942, 
when Capt. Edward A. Riley of 
Webster, Ind., then a second lieu- 
tenant, piloted her from the States 
to England. Second Lt. Charles D. 
Easley of Butler, Pa., then a staff 
sergeant, served as co-pilot. 

Here’s her war record: 

Dropped paratroopers in Tunisia 
shortly after the invasion. 

Towed a glider into Sicily in 
support of the 8th Army landings, 
later dropping paratroopers behind 
the lines. 

Brought in ammunition a few 
days after the Salerno’ landings. 

Transferred to the CBI theater 
to serve in the Imphal Valley and 
Myitkyina area. 

Participated in the southern 
France invasion, delivering para- 
troops and glider-borne engineers 
on D-Day and resupplying them 
several days later. 

Carried troops on the invasion of 
Greece. 

The queen is expected to return 
to duty soon. 





AFHQ, March 23—More than 200 
tons of signal, ordnance, engineer 
and quartermaster supplies were 
used to keep President Roosevelt 
and his aides in touch with the rest 
of the world from the recent Crimea 
Conference at Yalta. 

It was probably the biggest com- 
munications job ever handled by 
U. S. Army Signal Corps personnel 
of the Mediterranean Theater of 
Operations—a job that today had 
provoked a War Department com- 
mendation. 

The job was performed by only a 
handful of Signal Corps men from 
MTO and the War Department, who 
rigged up a special communications 
ship to relay the important messages 
to and from the Big Three meeting. 

The job was supervised by Col. 
Carl Hatch, Signal officer from the 
War Department; but the bulk of 
the work, as far as MTO was con- 
cerned, was directed by Col. George 
I. Back, chief signal officer of the 
theater. 

The weeks preceding the confer- 
ence were among the busiest MTO 
signal men can recall. Signal, ord- 
nance and quartermaster depots 
from one end of the theater to an- 
other were checked for necessary 
equipment. Some was flown in from 
the States; some came from the Per- 
sian Gulf Command; some had to be 
borrowed from air force units. 


LONG HOURS 

"We worked day and night,” Lt. 
William J. Olsen of Indianapolis, 
one of the officers put on the job, 
explained. "At that time we didn’t 
know where the installations were 
to be set up or why, but we did know 
it was top level business and that 
no excuses would be accepted for 
delays.” 

He said the lack of time and the 
required secrecy were th» two great- 
est handicaps he encountered in 
setting up the equipment. 

The communications setup was 
made, not only for Yalta, but for 
the conferences between the Presi- 
dent and Prime Minister Churchill 
at Malta as well. The complete 
secrecy of the Malta meeting was 
ample proof of the successful com- 
munications operation. 





Capt. Bernard J. Clark of Red 





Military Personnel Of MTO 
Kept Yalta U p On The News 


Bank, N. J., who headed the U. S, 
Army’s detachment there, said some 
of the conversations with Washing- 
ton lasted more than an hour, yet 
without interruption and in com- 
plete secrecy. 

Yalta presented more difficulties. 
There a cargo ship, filled with sig- 
nal apparatus, preceded the com- 
munications ship. The cargo ship 
carried Lt. Albert W. Budd of Al- 
meda, Calif., who was to supervise 
the land-end of the communica- 
tions network under the general 
direction of Lt. Col. James Greene. 
The cargo vessel was the first U. S. 
ship to reach Constantinople in 
more than four years. 


HARD WORK 


There, for five days, the crew 
from MTO worked feverishly, in- 
stalling power generators, installing 
radio teleprinters, rigging up tele- 
phone systems, lines to link 
up with the communications ship 
which would relay the messages to 
and from all parts of the world. 

Yalta almost completely lacked 
power and communications facili- 
ties—unlike Malta—and the power 
om the U. S. A men installed 
liere was big enough to supply an 
average size town. It was a big job 
that had to be done against time. 

But it was comple and ready 
for operations at 6 PM Feb. 2, even 
to the point of- providing 110-volt 
current (Russian voltage was 220) 
for the U. S. electric appliances. 

The job was finished, and 150,000 
words flowed in and out of the 
Crimean resort town uninterrupted 
and in complete secrecy, so that 
afterward President Roosevelt could 
tell Congress that he had been in 
constant touch with the world and 
Washington even though far away. 

MTO’s p&rt in erecting the elab- 
orate communications system os 
coordinated by Col. H. D. Nelson 0 
the 3141st Signal Service Group. 


Lost Billfold 


If 2nd Lt. Alvin Abraham Seigner, 
O-1617265, will please get in touch 
with The Stars and Stripes office 
at Rome, we believe that we can 
help him’ to locate his missing bill- 
old. 


-_ = oF we ee on 


Serene sfc whe 
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iv gor bet 
‘by Sgt: Ba Nixon 


FLORENCE, March 23—Firenze is 
a long, long way from Eighth Ave- 
nue but it is safe to say that seldom 
nas Madison Square Garden pre- 
sented such basketball as is prom- 
ised in the MTOUSA championship 
finals here beginning Monday. 

Judged off performance in regu- 
lar season games and in zone elimi- 
nation tournaments, the Mitchell 
Bombers, and the 92nd Division’s 
Buffalo Big A's look to be the 
class of the championship scramble 
and are picked to battle it out in 
the final tussle. 

Howard Hobson, Oregon basket- 
ball coach who is in Italy to help 
set up a sports school for soldiers, 
has seen both teams in action and 
shies away from attempting to pick 
a winner. 

"These teams would not be out of 
their depth against any of the col- 
lege teams back home,” said Hobson, 
“and I don’t see how it would be 

ible for the other zones to send 
anything to the finals to cope with 
them.” 
’ . ’ 
Can't Pick ’Em 

Try as we might, we can’t even 
pretend to know half as much about 
basketball as coach Hobson, and if 
he says he wouldn’t try to pick the 
winner who are we, etc.? 

But if you should maneuver us 
into a corner and force us to make 
a prediction, we would be forced to 
string along with the Mitchell 
Bombers, who waltzed through the 
Tyrrhenian Zone eliminations like 
nothing at all. 

The Bombers employ a bewilder- 
ing attack, which features cohesive 
teamwork and brilliant ball hand- 
ling, and can find more ways to 
work the ball down under the bas- 
ket than a farmer can go to town. 
It can’t honestly be said that there 
is any one outstanding player on 
the team. Any one of four players 
can get warm and spark the team 
if the others should become slug- 
gish. 

Capt. Sam Post, former star at 

Southern Methodist, is the floor 
leader and is a cool, collected and 
efficient performer. Lt. Ward Wil- 
liams, who got in one year of var- 
sity ball at Indiana before entering 
the Air Force is the most aggressive 
member of the team and manages 
to pop up beneath the enemy basket 
at all times when he can do some 
good. 
Lt. Dar Hutchins, who performed 
in three Garden games with Bradley 
Tech and afterwards did all right 
as a pro, is the beanpole of the out- 
fit and makes himself extremely 
useful at center. Hutchins is 6 feet, 
4 inches tall and helps bring the 
— height of the club up to 6 
eet 2. 












































Bombers Unbeaten 


The Mitchell Bombers are un- 
beaten this year and during the 
regular season scored better than 
62 points in all but one game when 
the opposition managed to hold the 
score down to 55. Dribble nuts in 
the Tyrrhenian Zone were unanim- 
ous in the opinion that the Bomb- 
érs are the classiest team ever to 
appear in that area. 

The Big A’s also are x tall club, 
averaging about the same as the 
Bombers. And, like the Bombers, 
they feature a fancy offensive which 
is built around the steady play of 
Pfc. Robert (Sonny) Woods, who 
used to help the Renaissance. quin- 
tt make noise in professional cir- 


Beaten three times this season, 
twice by the Rough Riders and once 
by Brownie’s Boys, the Big A’s came 
back to topple the latter team in 




















Italy Zone championship. Facin 
the last period with a deficit of 14 
Points, the Big A’s put on a terrific 
rally to win going away. 










































ceived word from Walker yester- 


boy for the Chattanooga Lookouts 
last year, was s' 
contract yesterday by the St. Louis 


Boston, Toronfo Again 


Boston Bruins scored their second 


troit Red Wings in the Stanley Cup 
semi-finals here last night, 4-2, be- 
fore 12,000 fans. Boston’ may have 
lost Herbie Cain for the remainder 
of the ey when Hal Jackson 


nation indicate 
bone 


onto Maple Leafs downed the world 
champion Moittreal Canadiens the 
second straight time, 3-2, before 12,- 
the final game to win the North|000. 

g| Flying Frenchmen in the final min- 
ute of the first game, sparked the 
Leafs’ attack. 


Frick Says Byrnes 
Won't Discriminate 
Against Ballplayers 





NEW YORE, March 23 (ANS)— 


Ford Frick, president of the Na- 
tional League, notified his club- 
owners today that he’d been as- 
sured that War Mobilization Direc- 
tor James F. Byrnes "contemplates 
no action or ruling that will em- 
barrass or interfere with baseball 
operations during the coming sea- 
son.” 


Frick, who’s been in close con- 
tact with Byrnes and other Federal 
officials, indicated there would be 
no discrimination by draft boards 
against baseball players or other 
athletes who follow their trades. 

"The only possible interference 
now would be pending legislation 
and we have no reason to believe 
that any presently contemplated 
bill would interfere at all.” 


TRAINING NOTES 
Bill Nicholson, Chicago Cub slug- 
ger, notified manager Charley 
Grimm that he would be in French 
Lick shortly. Nicholson, a Mary- 
land war worker, has been working 
out with the Athletics at Fred- 
rick, Md. . . a war —- 
expected at t camps sho 
are Nick Etten and Ernie Bonham 
of the Yankees; 
Blas Monaco and 















Zachary 


Scarsella and Ken 


of the Reds; Pete 
Coscarart, Lee 


ETTEN | 
Handley and Al Rubeling of Pitts- 
burgh; Arnold. Thesenga of Wash- 


ington; Denny Galehouse, Chet 
Laabs and George Caster of the 
Browns; Grey Clarke and Joe 
Orengo of Detroit; Ace Adams and 
John Toncoff of the Giants .. . 
one-armed outfielder 


three runs to pace his mates to a 
6-5 victory over the Toledo farm- 
hands yesterday. Rookies Earl 
Jones and Johnny Miller pitched 
for the Browns and allowed 11 
hits in seven innings while the 
Browns were getting seven. 
Branch Rickey, president of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, admitted yes- 
terday that Dixie Walker, the ma- 
jor league’s leading hitter last 
year, is holding out. Rickey re- 


day who is in Birmingham but 
would not reveal what Walker 
said ... Jimmy Griffy, 15-year-old 
sandlot catcher who was a bat 
ed to a players’ 


Cardinals. 


Upset Wings, Canadiens 


DETROIT, March 23 (ANS)—The 





im into 


. 


the boards in the 
reliminary exami- 
a broken collar- 


At Toronto, the underdog Tor- 


Ted Kennedy, who beat the 






_,|third place, 


sisince last year’s tourney at Oran 


Camp Robinson Officers 62, Fort Col- 








Willie Hoppe Runs 
20 For New Record 


BOSTON, March 23 (ANS)— 
Willie Hoppe wielded his well- 
educated cue stick into the record 
books last night with a high run 
of 20 in championship billiards 
against Welker Cochran at the 
Boston City Club. 

The former h run in cham- 
ag competition was 17, set 

1819 and equaled again in 1941 
by Tiff Denton. Hoppe himself 
es up the unofficial billiard 
mark in 1928 when he ran 25. 








DePaul Shellacks 
R. I. State, 97-53 





Mikan Scores Record-Shattering 53 Points; 
Bowling Green Upsets St. John’s 








Four WAC Quintets 
Play For MIO Title 


NAPLES, March 23—Italy’s first 
WAC basketball tournament for 
the championship of the Mediter- 
ranean Theater will be played Sat- 
urday and Sunday nights at Naples’ 


"Madison Square Garden” with 
the first game getting under way 
at 8 PM. ur teams, representing 


WAC installations in Italy and 
North Africa, are entered. 
The first game will pit the Small 
Frys, representing the 6670 Com- 
pany, against the Blak-Flak team 
of the 6719 Company. At 9 PM the 
Max Wax, from the 2664 Postal 
Company, will tangle with a quin- 
tet from Casablanca, the members 
of which flew here to compete in 
the finals. 
Losers of Saturday’s games will 
play at 7 PM Sunday night for 
while the winners 
meet at 8 PM for the title. 

This will be the first theater- 
wide tournament for the Wacs 


which was won by the 6666 Head- 
quarters Company. Many members 
of last year’s winning squad will 
play this weekend with the Max 
Wax. 


Steve Lach Takes 
NHL Scoring Tifle 


MONTREAL, March 23 (ANS)— 
The Montreal Canadiens’ powerful 
front line of Elmer Lach, Maurice 
Richard and Toe Blake, finished 
in that order in the National 
Hockey League’s 1945 scoring race. 
Lach, with a total of 54 assists, 
set a new mark but fell short of 
the scoring record by two points. 
His 26 goals added to 80 points 
while Herbie Cain of Boston made 
82 last season. 

Pat Egan of Boston was the 
league’s leading badman with 176 
minutes in the jug. 


LEADING SCORERS 
26 





Lach, Montreal 
Richard, Montreal 
Blake, Montreal 
Cowley, Boston 
Kennedy, Toronto 
Mosienko, Chicago 
Carveth, Detroit 
DeMarco, New York 
Cc. Smith, Chicago 


SSRRNSENTD 
geeesesas? 





Basketball Scores 











NATIONAL AAU TOURNAMENT 
(Denver) 

ree Oilers 47, San Francisco A. C. 

Denver Ambrose 51, Camp Robinson 


Officers 43. 
sr tae Oilers 54, Los Angeles Cliftons 
3 


Denver Ambrose 51, Modesto Junior 
College 41. 
lins, Col., Poudre Creameries 60. 


WORLD PRO TOURNAMENT 
(Chicago) 





pion St. John’s, 57-49, ordinarily 
big news but strictly second rate 
in view of Mikan’s great per- 
formance. 

Mikan’s 21 field goals and 11 
fouls broke the tournament scoring 
record held by Bob Gerber of Tol- 
edo, broke St. John’s Harry Boy- 
coff’s Garden scoring mark of 45 
points and gave DePaul a death 
grip on all tournament scoring rec- 
ords as the Demons still have the 
final game to play. 

Mikan gathered in practically 
every rebound, set up plays and 
generally steered his Demons into 
the biggest victory margin in the 
history of the tournament. Rhode 
Island State trailed from the open- 
ing gun as Mikan tossed in a field 
goal after 20 seconds. The big fellow 
had 21 points in the first half as 
DePaul led, 42-25. Jack Allen helped 
Mikan with 17 points for the game 
while Dick Hole netted 24 for the 
Rams. 

Bowling Green finaily stopped the 
Redmen’s charge to a third straight 
Invitation title with a second half 
splurge and a terrific man-to-man 
defense that stunned the Indians. 
The teams were evenly matched for 
the first ten minutes but Hy Gotkin 
and Bill Kotsores hit a streak that 
sparked the Redmen to a 28-19 
halftime lead. 

The Falcons shifted from their 
zone defense to man-to-man in the 
second half and pulled up at 28-all, 
and after St. John’s lost Kotsores via 
the personal foul route they went 
to pieces and Bowling Green pulled 
steadily ahead. Don Otten, the 
seven-foot center scored only eight 
points for the winners but played 
@ great all-round game. Wyndol 
Gray scored 17 points for the 
Ohioans, one more than Gotkin. 
Mikan and Otten will come to 


First Allied’ Turf Races 
To Be Held In Florence 


FLORENCE, March 23—Lovers of 
the great American turf traditions 
may well sound a hurried call to 
arms, or those traditions will shortly 
be in mud in Italy. For the Flor- 
ence Command is going to sponsor 
the first All-Allied Spring Race 
Meeting to be held in wartime Eu- 
rope, @ one-day event on Sunday. 
Nary an American nag is entered 
although several GI sportsmen are 
desperately trying to corral any ani- 
mal that has a suspicion of a pay- 
off nose. A jockey must provide his 
own mount. 

The British 717 Signals are or- 
ganizing the eight-race card to be 
run over the half-mile Florence 
track. Due to the scarcity of passa- 
ble horse flesh all but one or two 
races will for mules, the fast 
British-bred variety, not the Italian 
brand. 

Two of the events will be steeple- 
chases, and tote and sweepstake 











Chicago Bears 53, Harlem Globe Trot- 
ters 49. 


betting will be in operation. First 
race is scheduled for 1:30 PM. 


By Sgt. JAY BARNES 
Special to The Stars and Stripes 
NEW YORK, March 23—A one-man hurricane roared through 
Madison Square Garden last night, leaving in its wake a mass of 
broken records, a shattered Rhode Island State basketball team 
and a frantic 18,000 fans. The human blitz was 6-foot-9 George 
Mikan, the DePaul Blue Demons’ All-America center, who per- 
sonally accounted for 53 points as the Chicagoans sunk Rhode 
Island State, 97-53, in the National Invitation semi-final feature. 
In the opening game Bowling .Green College, of the same- 
named Ohio town, started off a miserable night for Eastern teams 





by belting out two-time cham-¢+— 


RED HOT 








GEORGE MIKAN 





grips in the final and on Mikan’s 
performance here which includes 86 
points in two games the edge is 
clearly in Mikan’s favor thus far, 
One coach estimated he was re- 
sponsible for 85 percent of DePaul’s 
points. 

The DePaul-Bowling Green game 
will be a battle of giants with Mikan 
rating the edge as he has had 
plenty of experience handling men 
of his size and bigger in Bob (Foot- 
hills) Kurland, the Oklahoma 
Aggies’ 7-foot center, Howie Schultz 
of Hamline, "Bullets” Boryla of 
Notre Dame and others while Otten 
has yet to see a man of his size on 
the opposition. 


Ohio State, NYU 
Win NCAA Games 


NEW YORK, March 23 (ANS)— 
New York University and Ohio 
State advanced to the finals of the 
Eastern NQAA basketball cham- 
pionship tournament before a crowd 
of 16,000, the Violets drubbing Tufts 
College, 59-44, and the Buckeyes 
winning over Kentucky's Southeast- 
ern champions, 45-37. 

Tufts, a 28-point underdog, led 
for the first seven minutes but the 
Violets were ahead, 27-22 at half- 
time and on Sid Tannanbaum’s 
shooting went on to win easily. Bob 
Skarda scored 15 for Tufts. 

The Ohio State-Kentucky game 
was a sloppy affair that almost 
emptied the house. Thirty-nine fouls 
were called but the foul shooting 
was atrocious for both clubs. The 





Buckeyes led all the way. 








From the Adriatic sector comes 
the Bulldozers, an engineer outfit. 
The Bulldozers are the only team 
on hand which also played in last 
ye A championships, and the dope 

that they are much improved 
over last’ season, 
rm ig is known of the Navy 
A rom which will represent the North 

tica Zone, but if they want to 
a anywhere against the Bombers, 
ig A’s and Bulldozers, they had 
better be good. 














Rugby Sunday 
ROME, March 23—The British 
hited Services’ Rugby team, com- 
sed of many international play- 
. Will meet a po th 


DICK TRACY 


I ASSURE YOU,7 WELL, COMING 
THIS WOMAN'S (FROM YOU 
OKAY, YOU 











(Courtesy Chi. Trib.-New York News Syndicate, Inc., distributed thru CNS) 












NOW, IF YOU'LL EXCUGE 
US— I'D LIKE TO HAVE 
A LITTLE PRIVATE 
TALK WITH HER 


Yer 














Tracy 


-L SAW HIM, Me 
tT KNOW whe 1S. THE 


WHO HE 











By GOULD 

















SUPPLYING THE 
PRISON INMATES 
_T SAW HIM? 
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Koniev's Offensive 
In Silesia Chalks Up 
Gains Toward South 


(Continued from page 1) 
and smashing on. Koniev was moor- 
ing his extreme left wing against 
the high Sudeten Mountains before 
the all-out drive toward Berlin. 

According to Red Star, Soviet 
tanks and infantry jumped off sev- 
eral days ago under an aerial um- 
brella after an 80-minute artillery 
barrage which wrecked the German 
defense lines and dispersed a large 
number of enemy units. 

In the first day of the attack, 
the Russians advanced five- miles. 
In the second, counterattacks were 
beaten off and new gains made. 
The two columns that had struck 
south and west from the Oppeln 
area joined at Neustadt after 25 
mile gams. A big German force 
was trapped, with 30,000 killed and 
15,000 captured in the final liqui- 
dation. 

Of the main middle Oder front 
due east of Berlin, the Russians 
said nothing, but the German High 
Command communique spoke of a 
new flare-up of fighting on the 
Oder’s west bank opposite fallen 
Kustrin. 

A Pravda dispatch from Marshal 
George Zhukov’s wide front said 
fires were raging in Stettin and the 
central part of the city was in full 
view of the Russians when the wind 
swept the smoke away periodically. 

Marshal Konstantin Rokossov- 
sky’s armies were pressing on in 
the direction of the Baltic ports of 
Danzig and Gdynia. 

In East Prussia, Marshal Alex- 
ander Vassilevsky’s forces captured 
a number of populated localities 
and made further inroads on the 
narrow territory held by the dwind- 
ling German formations. 

In Czechoslov~kia, Marshal Ro- 
dion Malinovsxy’s troops con- 
tinued to gain beyond Zvolen, while 
in Hungary Marshal Feodor Tol- 
bukhin’s armies drove off German 
attempts to cross the Drava River 
from Yugoslavia. 


Combat Men To Begin 
Paying For PX Rations 


AFHQ, March 23 — American 
troops in Mediterranean combat 
areas will begin buying their PX 
rations as of March instead of 
receiving the Ration Accessory 
Component kits issued free through 
Quartermaster supply channels, it 
was announced today 

"Experience has indicated that 
soldiers like this plan much better,” 
the announcement said, "because it 
enables them to get more rations 
and gives them a better selection. 
Soldiers who get the free RAC kits 
do not get nearly so many rations 
as soldiers who purchase through 
the post exchamgea. The cigarette 
ration of one package per day is the 





Casanova Of Trolley Car 
Guilty On Three Counts 





SAN FRANCISCO, March 23 
(ANS)—Francis Van Wie, Casanova 
of trolley cars, wno loved well but 
not wisely, was found guilty on three 
bigamy counts yesterday by a Su- 
perior Court of nine men and three 
women. The jury deliberated only 
ten minutes. 

The former street car conductor, 
who assertedly married 12 women 
without bothering to divorce them, 
was found guilty of charges brought 
by the last three women in his life. 
The erstwhile lion tamer, who once 
admitted he was more afraid of the 
combined tongues of his wives than 
a cageful of circus beasts, said he 
expected the guilty verdict but 
added: "It’s a terrific blow to me 
that not one of them (referring to 
three of his former wives in court) 
didn’t come over and console me.” 

The tiny frame of the 58-year-old 
ding-dong daddy, shcok and his 
usual benign countenance was re- 
placed by apprehension and doubt 
as the verdict was read. 

He could be sentenced up to ten 
years and fined up to 5,000 dollars 
for each count although probation 
was possible. 

Van Wie, described by his attor- 
ney as being in "the sunset of life” 
and therefore unable to face "San 
Quentin’s grey walls” will be held 
for a second trial Tuesday on his 
plea of not guilty by reason of in- 
sanity. 

In the three-day initial trial the 
little conductor did not testify but 


La Guardia Stands 
Pat On N. Y. Curfew 


(Continued from page 1) 


Uncle Sam, are keeping folks at 
home. 

Another explanation cited by the 
experts is that war casualties are 
bringing tragedy close to home, with 
a “resultant avoidance of celebra- 
tions. 

Broadway's theaters and night- 
clubs are doing very little business, 
and only three.or four top hits are 
selling out these days, the AP re- 
ported. 

Elsewhere in the nation, it ap- 
peared as though the curfew was 
being accepted and obeyed. In 
Stockton, Calif.. Warren Atherton, 
former national commander of the 
American Legion, let locse with a 
stinging verbal blast at La Guardia 
for his one-hour curfew extension, 
calling the little mayor « "pyro- 
maniac who would light a fire under 
his own country” He accused him 
of being "more interested in keep- 
ing dancing girls’ legs warm after 
midnight than in winning the war,” 
though actually after - midnight 
cabaret or dance hall entertainment 
is not permitted in New York any- 











only item which compares equally.” 


way. 





Texans, Like Californians, 
"Too Modest,’ Solon Says 


WASHINGTON, March 22 (ANS) 
—Fearlessly recalling that Fort 
Worth, Texas, high school students 
predicted last year that 194) would 
be the year that the Germans would 
surrender because "Texans got Hit- 
ler’s goat at Berchtesgaden,” Rep. 
Mike Mansfield (D., Mont.), today 
lit a small bonfire under his 21 
Texas colleagues. 

After striding bravely to the well 
of the House of Representatives, the 
Montana Congressman, with a face 
as straight as a rule, up and said 
he thought Texans “like Californi- 
ans” were tc. modest. 

"We all remember the furore cre- 
ated last year when a survey was 
undertaken among college students 
covering their knowledge of Ameri- 
can history,” Mike told curious 
House members. "The results tended 


_ to show that our teaching methods 


were lax. This problem has worried 
me considerably, and I find 


after extensive research, that this|/ 
survey did not include Texas stu-]. 


dents.” 


Just so that no one would be in . 


the dark as to the knowledge of 
the people of Texas, the Montana 
Democrat said Fort Worth, Texas, 
high school studen. gave the fol- 
lowing information to the questions 


Blessed Events, M-1 


The bird with the bundle in his 
beak has delivered girls to Pvt. 
Alfred G. and T-Sgt. Eu- 
gene F. Ryan. Mothers and babies 
are doing well. —The Stork. 





on the history of North America: 

1492—Columbus. a Texan, discov- 
sred America. 

1620—The first Texan sets foot 
on Plymouth Rock. 

1774—Texans organize the Con- 
tinental Congress. 

1775—-The horse Paul Revere used 
in his memorable ride was from 
Texas. 

1776 — Washington crossed the 
Delaware, piloted by a Texan. 

1845—The Union joined up with 
Texas. 

1943—Texans fight Nazi 
barehanded. 

1945—Texans get Hitler’s goat at 


tanks 


his defense counsel, James Toner, 
said he would be called to the stand 
in the second trial. 

The three wives whose complaints 
had brought Van Wie to trial heard 
him pronounced guilty without dis- 
playing emotion. 

"We don’t desire to gloat,” said 
Mrs. Myrtle Wheeler Van Wie, while 
Mrs. Mary Bergman Van Wie and 
Mrs. Evelyn Brown Van Wie nodded 
agreement. "The verdict was en- 
tirely just,” they added. 

Because Van Wie pleaded not 
guilty by reason of insanity as well 
as a straight not guilty, the second 
trial must be held to determine his 
sanity. ‘Three psychiatrists, how- 
ever, have already expressed the 
opinion he is sane. 


15th AAF Heavies 
Raid Nazi Oil Plants 


MAAF HQ, March 23—Taking ad- 
vantage of excellent weather, es- 
corted Flying Fortresses of the 15th 
AAF set out for the second day 
running to blast oil targets at Ruh- 
land, 75 miles south of Berlin, and 
Kragan on the outskirts of Vienna 
today. 

Yesterday’s successful attack on 
Ruhiland is believed to have knocked 
the plant out temporarily. Today’s 
assault was seen as an attempt to 
mate the break-down of major du- 
ration. Early reports indicate good 
results both on Ruhland and on 
Kagran which the bombers failed 
to hit yesterday. 

In contrast to yesterday’s spirited 
encounter with enemy jet-propelled 
planes, the bombers and their es- 
corts met no fighters foday although 
intense flak defenses‘were encoun- 
tered at both targets. 

Medium and fighter-bombers, fly- 
ing in 1,000-plane strength for the 
sixth consecutive day, hammered 
enemy communications and sup- 
plies in northern Italy and Yugo- 
slovia today. 

One formation of escorted B-25s 
ran into between 10 and 20 fighters 
after the bombers had atta a 
rail bridge near Pordenone, 30 miles 
west of Udine. Two of the ME-109s 
were destroy: and several others 
damaged by Mitchell gunners. 

Thunderbolts of the 12th AAF 
strafed fuel and ammunition dumps 
throughout northern Italy with ex- 
cellent results, while other forma- 
tions caused an explosion in a power 
plant southeast of: Ostiglia. 





Stephen Early Returns 
To Old White House Job 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (ANS) 
—Stephen Early, President Roose- 
velt’s press secretary who has been 
in Paris straightening out SHAEF’s 
press relations, returned to his old 
job at the White House today, al- 
though somewhat against his wishes. 

Early had asked to be relieved 
from the White House secretaryship 
so he could accept cne of several 
private positions, but the recent 
death of Maj. Gen. Edwin M. Wat- 
son, Roosevelt’s appointment secre- 
tary and military aide, will probably 
postpone the President's decision on 
Early’s release. 


More GI Classes 


ROME, March 23—Classes in eco- 
nomics, journalism, review math 
and social problems have been added 
to the curriculum of night study 
classes for personnel of the U. S. 
armed forces at the University of 
Rome. The first meetings of these 
new classes met last Wednesday but 





Berchtesgaden; Germany collapses.|meet Wednesdays and Saturdays. 


registration is still open. The classes 














Madrid Protests Jap 
Philippine Atrocities 





MADRID, March 23 (Reuter’s) 
—The Franco Government has 
sent a strong note of protest to 
Japan, demanding an explana- 
tion of Japanese atrocities against 
Spanish subjects and property in 
the Philippines. 

Reports earlier this week sug- 
gested that Generalissimo Fran- 
cisco Franco might even declare 
war on Japan as an expression of 
indignation. 


Fast Okay Predicted 
For Draft Measure 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (UP)— 
Members of the House of Represen- 
tatives seemed today to be agreed 
on prompt extension of the Selec- 
tive Service Act without amend- 
ments restricting the use of 18- 
year-olds in combat. 

Extension of the legislation was 
approved in a short session of the 
House Military Affairs Committee 
yesterday after. Army officials an- 
swered charges that the War De- 
partment had broken its promise 
not to send 18-year-olds into com- 
bat without one year’s training. 

Maj. Gens. Idwal Edwards and 
Stephen G. Henry, Assistant Chiefs 
of Staff in Charge of Training Per- 
sonnel, told the committee that the 
War Department had made no 
promise involving a year’s training 
for 18-year-olds but that these 
youngsters had not been sent into 
combat until the requirements be- 
came so great there was no other 
recourse. 

They said the War Department 
is now working on a plan based on 
longest service in the Army, longest 
service overseas and longest and 
greatest hardship in combat to dis- 
charge veterans of both the Euro- 
pean and Pacific Theaters on V-day. 


Royalty Deadlocks 
Coal Parley Again 


WASHINGTON, March 23 (UP) 
—The soft coal wage negotiations 
came to a deadlock today on John 
L. Lewis’ demand for a 10 cents per 
ton royalty for medical care and 
economic protection of his 400,000 
workers. 

Lewis’ battle for a 60-million dol- 
lars payment to his union’s welfare 
fund has now entered the sixth 
consecutive day of the joint wage 
conference. 

Operators and United Mine 
Workers have only seven more 
scheduled meetings before the pres- 








There have been no agreements on 
any issue so far and neither side 
has suggested an extension of the 
present contract. 

The miners will vote next 
Wednesday whether they want to 
strike to enforce their demands, 
but the Government says it cannot 
afford any interruption in coal pro- 
duction. 


> — 
Mission Ends 
ROME, March 23—His Eminence 
Nicola Cardinal Canali will cele- 
brate the 8 o’clock Mass at Santa 
Susanna’s Catholic Church on Sun- 


week-long mission for Allied mili- 
tary personnel, it was announced 
today from the Rome Area Allied 
Command. The papal benediction 
will be given at the end of the 
Mass. This was the first mission 
for English-speaking military per- 
sonnel to be held in Rome, and 
each day during the mission the 
Very Rev. Bede Hess, OFM Conv., 
Rome, N. Y., and Superior General 
of the Friars Conventual, gave a 


day morning, March 25, closing a| be 


Air War On Reich 


Stepped = Up; Foe 
Says Monty Moving 


(Continued from page 1) 


Landau, flattening the Palatinate 
bulge virtually back to the Rhine 
The capture of Speyer was an. 
fmounced tonight. Speyer already had 
been outflanked 


a 3rd Army 


column which had driven to a point 
seven miles west of the city. 


On the east bank of the Rhine 
about seven miles north of Cob. 
lenz, U. S. 1st Army troops, bulg- 
ing out of the southern end of their 
now 33-mile-long bridgehead, cap- 
tured Neuwied, largest city yet 
taken across the Rhine, and broke 
across the Wied River at six points 
on a 14-mile front. 

At the northern end of the 
bridgehead where the American 
forces are lined along the southern 
bank of the Sieg River, the ist 
Army troops occupied the town of 
Hennef to the east of the great 
six-lane ‘_ 2 highway running 
from the Ruhr and Cologne to 
Frankfurt-am-Main. 

A SHAEF spokesman, broadcast- 
ing over the Luxembourg radio to- 
day, told foreign workers "behind 
the front” in the Frankfurt, Mann- 
heim and Ludwigshafen area that 
the time had come for them to take 
a "final decisive part” in this war, 
the United Press reported. 

He urged them to sabotage Ger- 
man industry, giving them detailed 
instructions in various methods, and 
to lead German workers into such 
activities. 

But it was the aerial softening- 
up process ahead of Field Marshal 
Montgomery's forces that provided 
the major action of the day. 

More than 1,200 Flying Fortresses 
and Liberators of the 8th AAF bat- 
tered 11 railyards in the Ruhr area 
and to the north in a follow-up as- 
sault to yesterday’s bombing of 
arms centers in the same areas. 

Heavy bombers of the RAF struck 
with 11-ton bombs at railyards in 
the Bremen area while wave after 
wave of medium bombers, fighter 

and fighters blasted away 
at troop concentrations, vehicles and 
numerous other targets over a wide 
area. 

A Reuter’s dispatch said that all 
railways leading to the northemn 
Rhine from the interior of Germany 
have been cut by the intensity of 
the Allied air attack. 

It was disclosed today that the air 
assault yesterday, when some 7,000 
planes hammered at the Reich, had 
to be halted for a short time during 
the afternoon because of the pall of 
smoke and dust arisigg from the 
devastated towns and villages in 
thousands of square miles in the 
north German plains. 

Mosquitoes of the RAF climaxed 
yesterday's air operations with an- 
other assault on Berlin—the 3lst 
consecutive night in which the 
stricken German capital has been 


ent contract expires March 31./ hit 


Smuts Advocates Confab 
System For South Africa 


CAPETOWN, March 23 (AP) — 
General Smuts told Parliament 
today that he advocated a confer- 
ence system for the countries of 
South Africa on the lines of the 
Pan-American Union. 

At such conferences, he said, 
questions of common interest such 
as trade and communications could 
i ed. "South Africas 
friends northward must_ abandon 
the idea that South Africa wants 
to swallow them up. The idea of 
annexation is obsolete and 10 
longer fits in with the development 
of mankind,” General Smuts de 
clared. 

Before going to San Francisc, 
General Smuts will attend 4 - 
ference in Washington where col 
onies and mandates will be oo 
cussed, including the question ° 








talk. 


the future of Southwest Africa 
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